JANUARY 2016

VOL. 16 NO. 9

Youth
Tour:

Inspiring
Teens
Since 1963

P8-9

Manager’s

Column

Clean Power Plan Update
On Friday, Oct. 23, the
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) published the
final rules of the Clean Power
Plan (CPP) in the Federal
Register. Once the rules were
published, 24 states and
many business organizations filed lawsuits against
the rules. Our national trade
organization, the National
Rural Electric Cooperative
DeeAnne Newville, CEO
Association
(NRECA), filed
dnewville@renville-sibley.coop
a Petition to Review asking the courts to review the CPP and make sure that electric
cooperative consumer members won’t be saddled with higher
energy bills due to this regulatory over-reach. The litigation
is expected to be lengthy and ultimately end up at the United
States Supreme Court. Since the litigation is expected to take
a long time, the lawsuits are also asking for a stay of the rules
until a final decision is given.
As a reminder, the CPP deals with the reduction of carbon
dioxide emissions from existing generating power plants and
the lawsuits are based on whether the EPA has the legal authority to regulate carbon dioxide emissions under section 111(d)
of the Clean Air Act. The rule aims at a 32 percent reduction
in carbon dioxide emissions nationwide from existing power
plants by 2030 compared to 2005 levels. Each state will have
a different reduction requirement based on the EPA’s formula,
but the greatest percentage of reductions will be felt in the
Midwest. Minnesota’s final number is 1,213 pounds of C02
per net MWH generated or a 41.7 percent reduction from
current levels. North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa, Wyoming
and Montana are also expected to reduce their carbon dioxide
emissions by over 40 percent. These are important numbers
since your electric cooperative’s power supply is coming from
these states.
States will have to decide how they plan to meet the CPP
requirements and will have until September 2016 to come up
with a state implementation plan. A two-year extension could
be given at the discretion of the EPA. Implementation of state
plans will start in 2022. The Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency (MPCA) will be the agency in Minnesota that will
develop and submit a plan to the EPA and they are currently
looking how the state can comply with the new regulations.
Throughout the process, the MPCA will be working with
stakeholders to assist in the development of strategies to comply. The Minnesota Rural Electric Association (MREA), our
statewide trade association, will be representing our interests/
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concerns in the discussions.
Our concerns continue to revolve around costs and reliability. We understand that costs will go up due to the CPP,
but we still don’t know how much and it will depend on how
our power supplier, Basin Electric Power Cooperative (Basin
Electric), is able to meet the requirements in the states where
they have electric generation plants. Basin Electric has spent
hundreds of millions of dollars making sure that their coal
generating plants are up to date with the latest environmental
compliance technology and this has allowed them to extend
the operating lives of those plants. If they are forced to close
them due to this rule, it will force them to buy power in the
market or build new plants and they will still have to pay the
debt (stranded costs) on the plants that were closed. All of this
would come back in the form of higher electric rates to the end
consumer. We believe that reliability will be affected with the
plant closures due to the fact that it will be very hard to build
the infrastructure and plants needed by 2030 to replace the
power generated by the plant closures.

Our concerns continue to revolve around
costs and reliability.
While Minnesota works on a state plan to meet the regulations in the CPP, states where our power comes from will
continue to pursue a dual track approach. One track will have
them continue to fight the rule in the courts while the other
track will have them coming up with a state implementation
plan in case the legal challenge fails. It is important to have
both options covered since the time frames for the regulations
are short when it comes to power supply planning.
We understand that it is very difficult to predict how the
timeline or issues will play out with any rule or regulation that
is this complex, but you can be assured that your electric cooperative will join with its partners to seek legislative and legal
remedies to protect your interests. This is just the beginning
of a long process and we will continue to keep you up to date
through future newsletter articles. If you would like to learn
more about the issues affecting electric cooperatives nationally, please visit www.action.coop and click on issues. You can
also send a message to your federal legislator(s) and sign up to
become advocate for the electric cooperative network.
On a different note, I would like to take this time to extend
my wish for a wonderful holiday season to each of you. May
the joy and peace of the season be with you as you celebrate
time together with family and friends. It has been a pleasure
working for you in 2015 and I look forward to a successful New
Year.

Co-op

News

Member Informational
Meetings Scheduled
(USPS 019-074)

Board of Directors
Philip Nestande – Chair
Roger Manthei – Vice Chair
Alan Neyers – Secretary/Treasurer
Steve Benson
Randy Dolezal
Whitey Hinderman
Gary Peterson
Stanley Prokosch
Wayland Zaske
Renville-Sibley Employees
Gene Allex – Line Superintendent
Brian Athmann – Journeyman Lineman
Shawn Beckler – Crew Chief
Mike Benson – Journeyman Lineman
Brad Braulick – Crew Chief
Nick Bruns – Operations Assistant
Anthony Carruth – Journeyman Lineman
Rick Ferguson – Warehouseman
Brayden Fisher – Apprentice Lineman
Amy Holwerda – Consumer Accounts 		
Representative
Daniel Kramin – Operations Manager
Cindy Mertens – Administrative Services Manager
DeeAnne Newville – CEO
Brandon Ochs –Apprentice Lineman
Clint Olson – Journeyman Lineman
Jerrad Ryer – Apprentice Lineman
Lenae Wordes – Communications Manager

Renville-Sibley Co-op Power will be hosting
member meetings throughout the service area in
February. All members are invited to attend and
learn more about our electric cooperative and
what is happening in the electric industry.
Items on the meeting agenda include:
• Operations Report
• Manager’s Report
• Communication Manager’s Report
• Legislative Update
Members who attend the informational meeting will receive a LED light bulb (maximum of
one per member). We look forward to seeing you
at a member informational meeting in February!

Informational
Meetings Schedule
The meetings are
scheduled as follows:
Saturday, Feb. 20, at 9 a.m. –
Community Center, Danube
Monday, Feb. 22, at 6:30 p.m. –
Athmann’s Inn, Bird Island
Tuesday, Feb. 23, at 9 a.m. –
Hebrew’s Cafe, Gibbon
Thursday, Feb. 25 at 1:30 p.m. –
Community Center, Sacred Heart

NOTICE:
The Renville-Sibley Office will be closed at noon on
Thursday, Dec. 24, all day on Friday, Dec. 25 and Friday,
Jan. 1 in observance of Christmas and New Year’s Day.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year everyone!
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efficient, reliable electric energy
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Current

Issues

Safety

Tips

Speaking Out Electric Blanket Safety Tips
Can Save Your Life
The start of the new year brings many
state legislatures back to their respective
capitol cities to tend to the business of
the people.
The Nebraska Legislature convenes
Jan. 6 and South Dakota lawmakers start
work back in Pierre on Jan. 12. Minnesota’s Legislature reconvenes at noon on
March 8.
While lawmakers are in the capitol,
there are several ways to reach them:

South Dakota:
Write to local legislators in care of the
Legislative Research Council, Capitol
Building, 3rd Floor – 500 East Capitol
Ave., Pierre, SD 57501-5070
South Dakota Senators can be
reached at 605-773-3821 while Representatives can be reached at 605-7733251. During session, faxes can be sent
to legislators at 605-773-6806
To e-mail legislators, go to: http://legis.sd.gov/Contact/LegislatorEmail.aspx
and select the legislator’s name from the
drop-down box.
Minnesota:
To reach Minnesota Senators, write
to: Honorable (Full Name), Minnesota
State Senate, 75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd., St. Paul, MN 551551606
To reach Minnesota Representatives,
write to: Honorable (Full Name), Minnesota House of Representatives, (Room
#) State Office Building, 100 Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., St. Paul,
MN 55155-1298
Email is most effective if it is not a
blanket mailing to all members. When
sending an email, remember to include
your name, postal address and phone
number.
For more information on contacting
Minnesota legislators, go to http://www.
leg.state.mn.us/leg/faq/faqtoc?id=47

During the cold of winter, an electric
blanket may provide extra warmth in
your home. Please consider several important safety tips to assure your electric
blanket does not start a fire.
• Make certain your blanket is approved by a nationally recognized testing
agency.
• When not in use, turn your blanket off. Most models have no internal
temperature control that turns the heat
off when the blanket temperature gets
too hot.
• Place your blanket on top of you,
not below you. Sitting or lying on an
electric blanket may damage the internal
coils of the blanket, exposing the heating
element to a combustible material (the
blanket).
• Never place items such as books,
pillows or stuffed animals on top of the
blanket. These items can trap the heat,
leading to elevated temperatures and
serve as a source of ignition.

• Keep the blanket flat, not crumpled
or in a ball. If left on, a crumpled
blanket allows for excessive heat buildup within the blanket. Always turn the
blanket off when leaving the room.
• Do not wash an electric blanket.
The twisting, tugging and turning
action of the washing machine will
most certainly damage the internal coils.
• Unplug your blanket if you see or
smell smoke coming from it. Discoloration of the blanket may indicate the
heating elements are burning internally.
If you have any doubt about the safety
of your blanket, discontinue using it.
Electric blankets are usually a safe way to
add a little warmth and are widely used
throughout the country. However, this is
only true if blankets are well maintained
and properly used.
Source: seattle.gov

Kids’ Corner Safety Poster

Nebraska:
Find contact information for Nebraska Senators at http://nebraskalegislature.
gov/senators/senator_list.php
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“Play safe
around cords.”
Allison Bruns,
10 years old

She is the daughter
of Matt and Kim
Bruns, Madison,
S.D.
Kids, send your drawing with an electrical
safety tip to your local
electric cooperative
(address found on
Page 3). If your poster
is published, you’ll
receive a prize. All
entries must include
your name, age, mailing address and the
names of your parents.
Colored drawings are
encouraged.

Reader

Recipes

Super Soups
Creamy Lasagna Soup
1 (23 oz.) can low-sodium, low
fat tomato soup
3 cups hot water (equivalent of
using 1 empty soup can)
3 cups low fat milk (equivalent
of using 1 empty soup can)
3 T. Tone’s Italian seasoning

1 lb. ground beef, cooked and
drained
10 lasagna noodles, broken
into pieces
8 oz. low fat cream cheese
1 cup shredded mozzarella
cheese

Combine first 5 ingredients until near boiling on medium
high heat. Cook lasagna noodles in boiling water until soft;
drain. Add to soup mixture. When heated through, add
cream cheese, stirring thoroughly. Serve with mozzarella
cheese sprinkled on top. Makes 12 servings.
Julie Thonvold, Erwin

Crockpot Potato Soup
1 (32 oz.) bag diced hash browns
1 can cream of chicken soup
32 oz. chicken broth
3 oz. real bacon bits
1 cup shredded Cheddar cheese

8 oz. cream cheese (do not use
light)
Salt and pepper to taste (may
add onion powder and celery
salt if desired)

Place all ingredients in crockpot except cream cheese. Cook
on low, covered, for 8 hours. Add cream cheese that has
been cut into small chunks during last hour of cooking,
stirring often. Top with additional Cheddar cheese if desired.
Diana Spence, Utica

Crockpot Harvest Soup
1 lb. ground beef
1 (29 oz.) can Veg-All
1 (28 oz.) can diced tomatoes
1 (15 oz.) can tomato sauce
1 (28 oz.) can green beans

1 (15 oz.) can corn
1 (7 oz.) can green chilies
2 T. jalapenos, if desired
2 tsp. chili powder
6 beef bouillon cubes

Brown and drain ground beef. Place in crockpot; add
remaining ingredients. Do not drain any can. Cook on low
for 3 hours.
Jane Ham, Rapid City

Easy Broccoli-Potato-Cheese Soup
4 cans cream of potato soup
4 soup cans milk
1 lb. Velveeta cheese, cut into
small chunks

1 small head of broccoli, cut into
florets
Black pepper, to taste

Chunky Chicken, Vegetable and Rosemary Stew
2 T. canola oil, divided
12 ounces boneless chicken breasts, cut into
1-inch pieces
1 medium onion, cut in 8 wedges
3 medium carrots, quartered lengthwise and cut
into thirds
1 medium celery stalk, cut into 1-inch pieces
2 cups water

2 dried bay leaves
1/4 tsp. crushed red pepper flakes
1 (15 oz.) can reduced-sodium navy beans,
rinsed and drained
1 cup grape tomatoes, quartered
1/2 cup chopped fresh Italian parsley
1 T. chopped fresh rosemary
3/4 tsp. salt

In Dutch oven, heat 1 T. canola oil over medium-high heat. Add chicken and cook
about 3 minutes per side or until it begins to brown (center will still be slightly pink).
Remove from oven and set aside. Add remaining canola oil, onion, carrot and celery.
Sauté, stirring frequently, for 5 minutes or until vegetables just begin to lightly brown
on edges. Add water, bay leaves and pepper flakes. Bring to boil over high heat. Reduce
heat to medium low and simmer covered for 20 minutes or until vegetables are tender.
Stir in chicken, beans, tomatoes, Italian parsley, rosemary and salt. Cover and cook 5
minutes or until tomatoes are tender and chicken is cooked. Serve immediately or let
stew stand 30 minutes to develop flavors and texture. Yields 6 1-cup servings.
Nutritional analysis per serving: 220 calories; 7 g total fat (1 g saturated fat); 50 mg
cholesterol; 17 g carbohydrates; 6 g fiber; 3 g sugars; 22 g protein; 380 mg sodium; 532
mg potassium
Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Chicken Taco Soup
1 cup chicken broth
1 (16 oz.) can kidney beans,
drained and rinsed
1 (16 oz.) can pinto beans,
drained and rinsed
1 (16 oz.) can corn, drained or
1 can cream-style corn
1 cup diced tomatoes

1 can Rotel tomatoes and
chilies
1/2 cup diced green pepper
1/2 cup chopped onion
1 lb. cooked chicken,
shredded
1/2 cup chopped celery
1 pkg. taco seasoning

Place all ingredients in a crockpot. Cook on high for 2
hours or low for 4 hours. Can be garnished with sour
cream and/or cheese once scooped into a bowl.
Colleen Noecker, Yankton

White Chicken Chili
5 to 6 (15 oz.) cans Northern
beans, drained
3 (13 oz.) cans chunk chicken
with juice, shredded
8 oz. can green chilies
1 can cream of chicken soup

1 can cheese soup (Fiesta or
Cheddar) or 4 cups
shredded cheese
16 oz. sour cream
1 pkg. white chicken chili
seasoning

Combine all ingredients in crockpot. Cook on low for 4
hours.

Combine all ingredients in crockpot. Cook until heated thru.

Lois Odien-Page, Hermosa

Jeanine Greenwood, Sioux Falls

Please send
your favorite bread/
breakfast and
seafood recipes
to your local
electric cooperative (address
found on Page
3). Each recipe
printed will be
entered into
a drawing
for a prize in
June 2016. All
entries must
include your
name, mailing
address, telephone number
and cooperative
name.
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Board

News

Are You Interested
in a New Adventure?
Renville-Sibley Cooperative Power
Association is beginning to plan for the
78th annual meeting of the membership
that will be held March 28 at the Island
Ballroom in Bird Island, Minn. Three
(3) directors will be elected during that
time, each for a three-year term.
The First District, consisting of the
townships of Cornish, Severance and
Moltke in Sibley County; the townships
of Ridgely and West Newton in Nicollet County; and the townships of Cairo,
Wellington, Martinsburg, Camp, Bandon and Palmyra in Renville County;
is represented by Alan Neyers, Whitey
Hinderman and Philip Nestande.
Whitey Hinderman’s term will expire in
2016.
The Second District, consisting of
the townships of Honner and Delhi in
Redwood County; and the townships
of Beaver Falls, Flora, Henryville, Birch
Cooley, Norfolk, Melville, Bird Island
and Kingman in Renville County; is
represented by Randy Dolezal, Wayland
Zaske and Stan Prokosch. Wayland
Zaske’s term will expire in 2016.
The Third District, consisting of the
townships of Roseland and Holland
in Kandiyohi County; Rheiderland in
Chippewa County and the townships of
Troy, Winfield, Emmet, Crooks, Sacred
Heart, Hawk Creek, Ericson and Wang
in Renville County; is represented by
Steve Benson, Gary Peterson and Roger
Manthei. Steve Benson’s term will expire
in 2016.
As stated in the Renville-Sibley bylaws, the following is the Qualifications
and Tenure for the position of Director:
Each director shall be a member of
the cooperative and shall be elected by
the members within their respective
district at the annual meeting of the
members for a term of three years. No
member shall be eligible to become or
remain a director or to hold any position
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Director District Map

of trust in the cooperative who is not a
bona fide resident in the area served by
the Cooperative, or who is in any way
employed by or financially interested
in a competing enterprise or a business
selling electric energy or supplies to
the Cooperative, or a business primarily engaged in selling electrical or space
heating/cooling appliances, fixtures,
or supplies to the members. When a
membership is held jointly by two or
more persons, including husband and
wife, only one of such joint tenants may
be elected a director, provided, however,
that neither one shall be eligible to become a director, unless all shall meet the
qualifications herein set forth.
Director qualifications required
for service to the cooperative shall
include:
A. Must be an individual and must be
at least 21 years of age.
B. Must be fluent in the English
language since nearly all business at the

Cooperative is conducted in English.
C. Must be competent and able to
execute a contract.
D. Must not have been convicted of a
felony or crime involving moral turpitude during the preceding 10 years prior
to becoming a director for the Cooperative or during the period while serving as
a director.
E. Must have a high school diploma
or equivalent.
F. Must make a reasonable effort
to become and remain knowledgeable
about special issues regarding electric
cooperatives by attending training,
workshops and seminars.
G. Must attend at least three-fourths
(3/4) of all monthly scheduled board
meetings during any twelve (12) month
period.
Anyone interested in candidacy for a
director position in 2016, the following
guidelines must apply:
• Must be a resident within the district seeking the candidacy

Board

News

November Board Meeting Highlights
The November board meeting was held on Monday, Nov.
30, at 8 a.m. All board members were present. Others present
were CEO DeeAnne Newville as well as staff members Lenae
Wordes and Dan Kramin.
The following items were reviewed and approved by the
board:
• Minutes of the October board meeting
• Operating and disbursement reports for the month of
October
• Safety report for November
• 2016-2019 Work Plan Resolution
• Work order inventory
• NRECA 401(k) Resolution
• Nominating Committee appointments
• Rate policies
The board reviewed:
• List of new members and capital credits transferred
• Member informational meetings
• Reports from staff members as to the activities in their
department. Items in the reports include:
– High level Statement of Operations review – YTD

Notice:
The December board
meeting will be held at 9 a.m.
on
Monday, Dec. 21.
through October 2015 (unaudited)
– Organization activities
– East River update
– NRECA update
– MREA update
– Line crew work in progress and pending work
– Technology update
– Christmas Open House
– Accounts receivable
Upcoming meetings were discussed.
Please contact the Renville-Sibley office if you would like
more information regarding the board meeting.

New Adventure, Continued from Page 6
• Receive electric service from
Renville-Sibley at the residence within
the District
• The member’s account with
Renville-Sibley is current and in good
standing.
As a director, the member agrees to:
• Abide by, promote and uphold the
Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws,
both of which can be found on our
website and policies of Renville-Sibley
Cooperative Power Association.
• Attend regular and special board
meetings of the cooperative.
• Attend, when appointed, committee
meetings of the cooperative.
If anyone should decide to seek candidacy for the board of directors, there
are many rewards to be enjoyed when
elected. A director has the opportunity
to demonstrate their leadership quality
and increase their knowledge within the
cooperative business environment and
the electric industry. As a director, this
person will play a significant role in the

future development of Renville-Sibley
Cooperative Power Association.
A director also has a very important
responsibility which is to uphold and
abide the bylaws of the cooperative.
Directors are to act as the trustees for the
assets of the cooperative and are assigned
the duties of formulating, approving
and reviewing the policies that provide
guidelines for the cooperative.
The board is responsible for sending
representatives to the affiliated association meetings that often include voting
requirements. They include East River
Electric Power Cooperative, Minnesota
Rural Electric Association, Basin Electric
Power Cooperative, National Utilities Cooperative Finance Corporation,
CoBank, Cooperative Network and the
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association.
Directors attend seminars and meetings of several organizations to learn
about the industry. Directors are asked
to lobby and remain informed on legislative issues that could impact this indus-

try and/or the cooperative way of doing
business. The board meets monthly and
reviews financial reports, work plans,
annual audits, planning documents and
evaluates the cooperative operations
while approving budgets.
Most of all, a director should be available to visit with their constituents and
have a genuine spirit of helping others at
all times.
Board meetings are typically held on
the last Monday of every month, beginning at 9 a.m. in December, January
and February and beginning at 8 a.m.
the rest of the year. The estimated time
needed to be committed annually is
approximately 30 days which includes
monthly meetings and committee assignments. Directors are compensated
per diem for their time as well as all
personal expenses.
If you are interested in becoming a
candidate for the Renville-Sibley board
of directors, contact the Renville-Sibley
office at 1-800-826-2593 before Feb. 5
for further information.
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Electric Youth Tour
Inspiring Future Leaders for 50-plus Years

P

By
Brenda Kleinjan
and
Magen Howard

ositive. Influential. Life-changing.
All three words hold a host of meaning for
students who have participated in the annual Rural
Electric Youth Tour.
Since 1963, more than 1,200 South Dakota
teens have made the trek to Washington, D.C., to
learn about cooperatives, the nation’s political process and about their peers from across the country.
“The trip that we took was extremely positive.
It was a great influence for leadership,” said Shanna
(Hilderman) Stueve of Wheaton, Minn., who, as a
teenager in 1996 represented West Central Electric
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Cooperative in Murdo, S.D., on the trip.
“Basically the experience allowed me to see
things that I wouldn’t have necessarily been able
to participate in. It showed me different leadership styles, not to mention all of the historical and
incredibly interesting monuments that we are able
to participate in,” Stueve said.
“I was incredibly interested in politics. However,
I did not end up following that career path,” said
Stueve who, along with her husband, has an insurance and seed business in western Minnesota where
they are members of Traverse Electric Cooperative.

Left: Participants from
the 1965 or 1966
Youth Tour walk with
Sen. George McGovern, second from
right, near the Capitol.
Photo courtesy Steve
Smeenk, Butte Electric
Cooperative.
Opposite Page: The
2015 South Dakota
Rural Electric Youth
Tour delegation consisted of 44 teens.

“As a junior in high school, having the opportunity meet the politicians that represented me
was very important to me. I feel like this is a trip of a lifetime!” she said. “Not only did I have
the chance to see the different aspects of government, but I also had the opportunity to see the
different socioeconomic backgrounds based on region from across the country. I feel like it’s a
valuable exposure to culture.”

Rooted in politics
Youth Tour was born from a speech at the 1957 NRECA annual meeting by then-Sen. Lyndon B. Johnson. He was a longtime advocate of electric co-ops, having lobbied for the creation
of Pedernales Electric Cooperative in 1937 as a young politician in Texas. “If one thing comes
out of this meeting, it will be sending youngsters to the national capital where they can actually
see what the flag stands for and represents,” the future president said.
With that encouragement, Texas electric co-ops began sending summer interns to work in
the senator’s Washington, D.C., office. In 1958, an electric co-op in Iowa sponsored the first
group of 34 young people on a weeklong study tour of the nation’s capital. Later that
same year, another busload came to Washington from Illinois. The idea grew, and
other states sent busloads of students throughout the summer. By 1959, the Youth
Tour had grown to 130 participants.
South Dakota sent its first delegation of 31 students representing 18 cooperatives in 1963. The following year, NRECA began to coordinate joint activities
among the state delegations and suggested that co-op representatives from each
state arrange to be in Washington, D.C., during Youth Tour week. The first year
of the coordinated tour included about 400 teens from 12 states.
As word spread, the program grew – and grew and grew. Youth Day, generally on
the Monday of Youth Tour, is when all the state contingents converge to learn about
grassroots politics and hear from inspirational speakers. The students share their state pins,
often vying to get the most pins or those that are rare, like those from Hawaii’s small group.
In 2015, South Dakota electric cooperatives sent 44 teens on the trip. It tied with the state’s
1965 delegation as the largest to represent the state. More than 1,700 students participated in
the 2015 Youth Tour and the 2016 tour, scheduled for June 10-16, promises to be even bigger.
Inspiring our youth
For the past decade, students have heard the inspiring story of Paralympian Mike Schlappi,
a star athlete who was paralyzed as a teen. State coordinators lobby for Schlappi to return year
after year because, they say, the students never fail to take his story to heart.
Schlappi was their age when his whole life changed from an accidental gunshot. Today he
makes the annual Youth Tour presentation a priority because he loves the kids
“They’re so young and trying to figure out their lives. They’ve heard enough speakers and
read enough books, sometimes they’ll roll their eyes,” Schlappi said. “But they’re away from
parents and excited about their future and maybe got their eyes on the cute kid across the room.
They’re willing to make positive changes. Back home, they get labels, and they have to live up to
that. [At Youth Tour], they can make new impressions on new friends.”

Were you there?
Did you or a family
member go on Youth
Tour? Let us know!
More than 1,200 South
Dakota teens have participated in Youth Tour since 1963
and there are even more
Minnesota and Nebraska
teens who have gone through.
Sadly, in the past five
decades, we’ve lost track of
some of them. We’d love
to hear from you and
how the Youth
Tour experience
benefited you.
Contact
your local electric cooperative
or find us on
Facebook.

Are you ready?
Do you know of an
outstanding teen that would
benefit from the Youth Tour
experience? Cooperatives
participating in the 2016
Youth Tour are taking applications for the program.
To find out more about your
cooperative’s participation
and selection criteria, contact
them. You’ll find their address
in this magazine.
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Co-op

News

Where’s the
Number?

Scholar of the
Month Named

Heat Meters
Give Credit

Renville-Sibley is proud to recognize Renville
County West senior Thomas Froland as this
month’s Touchstone Energy® Scholar of the Month.
He was nominated because of his love for learning
beyond what is seen in most students. Thomas is
a considerate young man who puts the needs of
others before himself. He is
involved in cross-country,
basketball as well as in church
activities. This past summer,
Scholar of the Month he went on an Ecumenical
Mission Trip during which he spent a week in the
Cincinnati area helping the community members
through various service projects.
Congratulations, Thomas! More information on
the Scholar of the Month program can be found on
our website under the Customer Service tab.

Members who have electric
heat (metered with a separate
sub-meter) will receive a credit of
$.0662/kWh for energy used to
heat your home/shop during the
months of October thru April. This
credit will be reflected starting
with the November statement.
If you have a separate breaker
for your heat meter, please
remember to turn it on or you
will not receive this credit. If the
majority of your home is heated
with electric heat and you are not
on our metered electric heat rate,
please contact the office for more
information.

Want Ads

FREE Want Ad Service
Offered to Members
Members can submit ads for the following categories: Giveaway, For
Sale, For Rent and Wanted. Ads are limited to no more than 15 words
and must be received by the first of the month to be included in the
following month’s newsletter. Renville-Sibley reserves the right to edit
content or exclude ads due to space restrictions. Ads will be run one time
only unless resubmitted.

Please complete the following information and mail to:
Renville-Sibley Cooperative Power, PO Box 68, Danube, MN 56230
Name: ________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Phone number: __________________________________________
Ad to be placed (limit of 15 words per ad):
_________ __________ __________ _________ __________
_________ __________ __________ _________ __________
_________ __________ __________ _________ __________
Type of ad:

r Giveaway

r For Sale
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r For Rent

r Wanted

Renville-Sibley
member Lonnie Meyer
found his
member
number in
the last issue
of our newsletter.
Congratulations!
Lonnie will receive the $10 credit on his
electric statement.
The credit will start over at a value of
$10. Another number has been hidden
somewhere in this newsletter.
If you find your number and call the
office by Jan. 4, you will receive this
credit on your electric statement.
Good luck in your search!

If you only want to heat or
supplement inadequate heating in one room, small space
heaters can be less expensive
to use than your central heating system.
Source: Energy.gov

Thank You
Thank you for restoring power on Sunday evening (Nov.
15). Excellent service. Les Riederer
Appreciate the timely and professional installation of underground power at my home in “beautiful Beaver Falls.”
Well done! A special thanks to Gene Allex for coordinating
this project. Capt. Doug Tersteeg

Community Events
Many local communities are busy planning upcoming events.
To find out more about these activities, please check out the
following sites:
Redwood County: www.co.redwood.mn.us/links.htm
Renville County: www.renville.com
Sibley County: www.co.sibley.mn.us/things_to_do

Co-op

News

Welcome, Jerrad
Renville-Sibley is pleased to announce the addition of Jerrad Ryer to our team. Jerrad is a native
of Clarkfield and most recently worked for Karian
Peterson Powerline Contracting, LLC out of Montevideo, Minn.
Jerrad received a certificate in powerline technology from Minnesota West Community and Technical College in Jackson and will be working towards
his journeyman linemen certificate.
Welcome Jerrad to our cooperative family.

Merry
Christmas
and Happy
New Year

from all of us
Renville-Sibley Co-op
Power Association

Comparative Report
Current
1 Year Ago 10 Years Ago
	Oct. 2015	Oct. 2014	Oct. 2005
Number of Consumers
Kilowatt Hours Purchased
KWHs Sold
Cost of Purchased Power

Employees
Gene Allex
Brian Athmann
Shawn Beckler
Mike Benson
Brad Braulick
Nick Bruns
Anthony Carruth
Rick Ferguson
Brayden Fisher

Amy Holwerda
Daniel Kramin
Cindy Mertens
DeeAnne Newville
Brandon Ochs
Clint Olson
Jerrad Ryer
Lenae Wordes

1,950
18,216,656
17,427,994
$591,951.16

Outage Report affecting 10 members or more

Emmet

Crooks

Kingman

Renville-Sibley Co-op
Power Association

Troy

Board of Directors
Alan Neyers
Steve Benson
Gary Peterson
Randy Dolezal
Whitey Hinderman Stanley Prokosch
Wayland Zaske
Roger Manthei
Philip Nestande

1,885
1,907
20,663,656
21,133,550
20,215,881
20,940,060
$1,110,260.74 $1,138,498.45

Henryville
Honner

Birch
Cooley
Cairo

System Map

Substation locations are
marked by yellow stars.
Please contact Renville-Sibley’s office for more details about these power outages.

Date:
Time off:
Time on:
Substation:
Cause:

11-5-15
9:06 a.m.
11:18 a.m.
Troy
Scheduled outage
to convert
overhead to 		
underground

Date:
11-20-15
Time off: 11:55 a.m.
Time on: 12:50 p.m.
Substation: Troy
Cause: Squirrel in
substation

Date:
11-24-15
Time off: 12 p.m.
Time on: 12:35 p.m.
Substation: Cairo
Cause: Scheduled
outage to
repair
equipment
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Teens’ Big Ideas

Take Shape
Young Entrepreneurs Plan for Success

T

eens armed with business plans and dreams

By
Brenda Kleinjan

descended on Aberdeen in early December to showcase their concepts and compete in the ninth annual
BIG Idea Final Competition.
The Bent Perspective plan for an Origami
intensive store brought top honors to Pierre student
Haley Ketteler.
Ketteler outlined how her company would
provide customers with an all paper experience,
allowing clients to design paper arrangements for
special events, take classes to learn Origami, purchase paper creations, kits and supplies and order
custom creations. As part of the experience, she
had to identify marketing opportunities, define her
competition and outline management and opera-
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tions for the business.
Eight high school finalists were selected from
the 263 applications submitted from 37 different
schools. First round judges included 114 volunteers
from the region along with 132 college entrepreneurship and business students. Marketing designs
were also submitted by 110 teams which included
a logo and ad for their idea. Ellen Schlechter of
Faulkton High School was recognized for her Calving Book App which was the The Marketing Design
competition winner.
The eight finalists included Ketteler, secondplace finishers George Bernard and Mark Wesolick
of St. Thomas More High School in Rapid City,
S.D., third-place finisher MaKayla Price of Wess-

First Place: Bent Perspective

ington Springs High School; Dalton Larson, Jared Miller and Tyndall
Petterson of West Central High School in Hartford, S.D.; Eli Gerry of
Madison Central High School; Tony Baumann of Redfield High School;
and two teams from St. Thomas More: Cierra Veldhuizen, Jenny Rooks
and Olivia Facenda; and Brianna McGinnis, Maria Wilson and Sophie
Wittenberg.
The competition encourages students to consider new ideas and opportunities for creating a business in their own region.
“We’re trying to get them to start thinking about starting a business,
not necessarily starting the business, but what it would take to start and
run a business,” said event organizer Kelly Weaver, regional director with
the South Dakota Small Business Development Center in Aberdeen, S.D.
Participants were able to take part in panel discussions with the business owners, Weaver said.The competition is coordinated by the Small
Business Development Center and funded by Sanford Health, East River
Electric Power Cooperative, REED Fund, Dacotah Bank, Student Loan
Finance Corporation, Aberdeen Development Corporation, Northwestern
Energy, McQuillen Creative Group, The Tom and Danielle Aman Foundation, and Midcontinent Communications. Scholarships are provided by
Northern State University and Presentation College. The competition is
a result of the input and collaboration of these organizations along with:
Aberdeen Area Chamber of Commerce, Aberdeen Downtown Association, Aberdeen Catholic School System – Roncalli High School, Aberdeen
School District – Central High School and Dacotah Bank.
In addition to the schools listed above, students from the following
high schools also participated: Aberdeen Central High School, Bridgewater-Emery High School, Bowdle High School, Canistota High School,
Canton High School, Durpree High School, Edmund Central High
School, Ethan High School, Eureka High School, Faith High School,
Groton High School, Hitchcock Tulare High School, Hoven High
School, Ipswich High School, Iroquois High School, Lead-Deadwood
High School, Leola High School, Milbank High School, Mitchell High
School, Montrose High School, Northwestern, Sioux Valley High School,
Sioux Fall Christian, Swift Home School, Vermillion High School, Wagner High School, Warner High School, Watertown High School, Wilmot
High School, and Yankton High School. A total of 414 students participated in a submission.
For her winnng plan, Ketteler won $1,000, while Bernard and Wesolick’s Caveman Custom Iron plan earned $500 for second place and
Price’s plan for KP Photography received $250 for third place. Scholarships to both Northern State University and Presentation College were
also awarded. Schlechter received $500 for her marketing design plan.
Go to BIGIdeaSD.com for more information about the competition.
BIG Idea Finalists were, front row, from left: Cierra Veldhuizen, Maria Wilson, Haley
Ketteler, Jenny Rooks, Brianna McGinnis and Sophie Wittenberg. Standing from left were:
Olivia Facenda, George Bernard, Tony Baumann, Mark Wesolick, Eli Gerry, Tyndall Petterson, Dalton Larson, MaKayla Price, and Jared Miller. Photo by Dawn Sahli Photography

Bent Perspective is an Origami intensive store focused
on teaching the customers how to make origami artwork.
It will also offer services such as event decoration, custom
origami artwork, pre-made origami artwork and kits. This
business will provide the community with a unique and
fun activity for all ages. It will help eliminate boredom in
the community through a relaxing and fulfilling activity
that all individuals can enjoy and appreciate.
Haley Ketteler, Pierre Riggs High School

Second Place: Caveman Custom Iron
Caveman Custom Iron will produce hand-crafted steel
goods and distribute these goods to people who want
unique pieces of functional art to decorate their home,
garden, or place of business. Caveman Custom Iron
will also produce tools such as knives or garden tools.
Potential customers are those who look for pieces of
iron work to decorate their home and people looking for
quality, specialized tools for tasks such as woodworking
and gardening.
George Bernard and Mark Wesolick, St.
Thomas More High School

Third Place: KP Photography
KP Photography provides the talent of photography to
the Wessington Springs area community. Photographers
can take senior pictures, wedding pictures, engagement
pictures, family pictures and more. It is very convenient
for the community by being close and for a low cost.
MaKayla Price, Wessington Springs High
School

Finalists:
The Cooler Backpack Company –
Cierra Veldhuizen, Jenny Rooks, Olivia Facenda,
St. Thomas More High School
The Spink County Outdoorsmen –
Tony Baumann, Redfield High School
All Seasons Lighting – Brianna McGinnis, Maria Wilson, Sophie Wittenberg, St. Thomas More High School
Gerry’s Pumpkins & Produce –
Eli Gerry, Madison Central High School
SoDak Custom Hay Co. – Dalton Larson, Jared Miller,
Tyndall Petterson, West Central High School
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Double Threat

The Right Strip Can Protect Devices, Cut Energy Bills

T

By
Tom Tate

here is little, if anything, you can buy today
that does not have some electronic component.
Even clothing as wearable electronics are starting to
take hold. Not to mention a device (http://www.
makeymakey.com) that allows you to make a
keyboard from bananas. So, it’s time to
take a look at making sure your electronics last as long as possible. I’m not
talking about replacement plans or
extended warranties. Today we’re talking about protecting your products
from electrical surges.
The first order of business is to define a surge. Here’s one from Computer
Hope (http://www.computerhope.com/
jargon/s/surge.htm) on the ‘Net. “Alternatively known as a line surge, a surge is
an unexpected increase in voltage in an
electrical current that causes damage to
electrical equipment. For example, the
standard United States voltage is 120V.
If an electrical current above this rating
was to come through a power outlet for
more than three nanoseconds, this would
be considered a surge, anything less is
considered a spike. A surge is usually
created by lightning and can damage
unprotected computers and sometimes
even protected computers.”
Many people think a blink
from their electric cooperative
or utility provider’s system is a
surge, but these are generally
caused by something like a tree
contacting a line. In such cases, the
system’s protective devices work, causing an interruption to protect the wires and other
components. These are not surges, but more like
turning a light on and off.
True surges will enter a home through any number of avenues. The most obvious is through the
power lines. Less obvious is through the telephone
lines, cable/satellite connections, water lines and
any other metallic system that connects to your
home. So, to protect against surges, you need to
take a three-pronged approach.
Perhaps the most important thing to do is to be
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sure all the grounds in your home are good and that
they are bonded together. Over the years, grounds
can deteriorate, new services can be added with
inadequate grounding and so forth. A faulty ground
will allow surges into the home rather than bleeding
them off into the earth. Get a qualified electrician to test and correct your grounding system.
Next, protect your electrical service
entrance with a surge device. The
easiest to install are those mounted
behind the meter. They can also
be mounted at the main electric
panel. When a surge travels down
the electric lines, these devices will
act to “clamp” the surge and reduce
its power. These are sacrificial devices
that allow themselves to be destroyed
rather than allowing the surge to pass
through. Noble devices indeed!
The third prong is to protect
expensive devices at their point of use.
Computers and entertainment equipment are prime examples. Remember
that surges can enter the home via
avenues other than the power lines.
Computers and entertainment equipment are frequently connected to
cable and phone lines. Those devices
need to have protection at the point
of use that covers all possible avenues.
These are generally in the form of a
power strip or wall device most of
us are familiar with. Use a quality
product from a manufacturer such as
Monster, Belkin, Tripp Lite, or APC, to name a few.
Look for one with a joule rating of at least 1,000, a
connected equipment warranty and compatibility
with digital signals from cable and satellite. While
you are at it, look for a “smart” strip that turns off
all but one connected device when not in use.
Save money on your electric bill while protecting
your equipment. It’s a definite win-win.
Tom Tate writes on cooperative issues for the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the Arlington, Va.-based service arm of the nation’s 900-plus
consumer-owned, not-for-profit electric cooperatives.

ADVANCED POWER STRIPS

Which one is right for me?
I want to stop WASTING ENERGY in my…

ENTERTAINMENT CENTER

HOME OFFICE

I always turn off my electronics when done

Why don’t I
turn them off?

I fall asleep

NO

YES

Is the computer a laptop or tablet?

Do I put it to
sleep, or shut
down?

Do I want manual
or automated
power control?

I forget

Timer
Power Strip

I’ll do it
myself

Automatic

Sleep

NO

Shut down

YES

Does it stay docked
or is it frequently
moved?

Always
docked

Moved often

Activity Monitor
Power Strip

Remote Switch
Power Strip

Master-Controlled
Power Strip

Masterless
Power Strip

Power strip looks for signs
of activity in the room, and

Power strip can be turned

When a primary device
(such as a computer or TV)

When all of the controlled

power strip automatically

power to those outlets
completely, eliminating all
of the vampire loads.

COST
Power strip automatically

FEATURES

pre-set schedule.

detected.

switch.

outlets where the
peripheral devices (such
as the printer or game
console) are plugged in.

POSSIBLE
DRAWBACKS
WHAT TO
LOOK FOR

You have to set up the
timer and stick to your
schedule for maximum
energy savings.

Motion sensors don't
always work perfectly.

Digital or dial timer.

Motion sensor or an
infrared "eye" that detects
remote control use around
the TV or stereo.

To save any energy, you
have to remember to turn
time.

National Renewable Energy Laboratory

15013 Denver West Parkway, Golden, CO 80401
303-275-3000 • www.nrel.gov

A tethered switch or a
remote switch.

It can be tricky to select
which appliance should be
your "master" device.
One outlet is labeled as the
"master."

NREL is a national laboratory of the U.S. Department of Energy
Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
Operated by the Alliance for Sustainable Energy, LLC

powered appliance could
strip.
No "master" outlet.
Description may include
"automatic switching" or
"power detection."

Printed with a renewable-source ink on paper containing at least 50%
wastepaper, including 10% post consumer waste.
NREL/PO-5500-60461 • October 2013
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regional Dateline

November 24-December 26
Christmas at the Capitol
8 a.m. to 10 p.m., Pierre, SD
605-773-3178
December 5-26
Deck Your Halls Holiday Art
Show and Sale, 10 a.m. to
5 p.m., Spearfish, SD
605-642-7973
December 15-March 31
South Dakota snowmobile
trails season, Lead, SD
605-584-3896
December 17-19
Strawbale Winery Twilight
Flights 2015, 5 to 10 p.m.
Renner, SD, 605-543-5071
December 20
Christmas Caroling at The
Abbey, 2 to 4 p.m., Marvin, SD
605-398-9200
January 7-9
15th Annual Ice Fishing
Tournament, 10 a.m. to
11 p.m., Mobridge, SD
605-845-2500
January 10, 17, 24, 31
Foreign Film Festival
Spearfish, SD, 605-642-7973
www.matthewsopera.com
January 12
37th Annual Ranchers
Workshop, Antelope
Multi-purpose Building
9 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. CST
Mission, SD, 605-259-3252 ext. 3

Events of Special Note
January 5-7
Dakota Farm Show, Dakota
Dome, Vermillion, SD
507-437-7969

Photo by miKe KjoSe, Clay-union eleCtRiC CoRPoRation

November 20-January 10
Winter Wonderland, Falls Park
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-275-6060

February 5-7
Winterfest of Wheels Indoor
Car Show, Convention Center
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-231-3100
www.winterfestofwheels.com

To have your event listed on this page, send complete information, including date, event, place and contact to your local electric cooperative.
Include your name, address and daytime telephone number. Information must be submitted at least eight weeks prior to your event.
Please call ahead to confirm date, time and location of event.

January 16
Bark Beetle Blues Crawl
4:30 to 9 p.m., Custer, SD
605-440-1405

January 29-February 7
Black Hills Stock Show &
Rodeo, Rapid City, SD
605-355-3861

February 24-28
SD State Dart Tournament
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Rapid City, SD, 605-394-4115

January 21-24
Snowmobile Rally
Deadwood, SD, 605-578-1876

January 31
Eureka Hymns Annual
Concert, Eureka, SD
jalvarez@mmgyglobal.com

March 5
Trade Show, 9 a.m. to
3 p.m., Custer, SD
605-673-2244

February 5-6
Living History Fair
Watertown, SD, 605-886-7335
February 7
South Dakota’s Largest Tailgate
Party, Deadwood, SD
605-578-1876

March 12-13
2016 Gun Show
American Legion Hall
Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. MST
Philip, SD, 605-859-2635
605-859-2280, 605-859-2892
or 605-859-2219

January 29-30
Mardi Gras Weekend
Deadwood, SD, 605-578-1876

February 9-13
Winter Farm Show, 9 a.m. to
4 p.m., Watertown, SD
605-886-5814

March 18-20
South Dakota Taxidermy
Competition and Convention
Watertown, SD, 712-540-5868

January 29-30
35th Annual Farm, Home
and Sport Show, Armory
Webster, SD, 605-345-4468
www.webstersd.com

February 12
Strawbale Winery Valentine
Twilight Flights 2016
6 to 10 p.m., Renner, SD
605-543-5071

March 19-20
Curt Carter Memorial Gun
Show, Watertown, SD
605-793-2347

January 22-23
ISOC SnoCross Shootout, 12:45
to 8:30 p.m., Deadwood, SD
605-578-1876
January 23-24
Broadway Play Series Dirty
Dancing, Fine Arts Theatre
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Rapid City, SD 1-800-468-6463

