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Hydroelectric Power:

Clean, Green and Renewable
Hydroelectric power has come under recent criticism by some
in the environmental community to prevent passage of bipartisan legislation aimed at speeding up the federal review process
for licensing new hydroelectric projects. These opponents view
the hydroelectric licensing process as the means by which to
forestall the construction of any new dams. Unfortunately, the
very reasons they give for opposing this legislation are exactly
the reasons this country needs additional hydroelectric power.
Some of these opponents have argued that electricity generated at dams is not “green” because it impacts land use, fish and
wildlife and local economies. Without ever defining the term
Bill Drummond, Executive Director “green,” opponents are usually willing to acknowledge that hyMid-West Electric Consumers Association droelectric generation is clean, renewable and non-carbon emitting and superior to some other forms of electric generation.
Dams provide multiple benefits that can include flood control, recreation, irrigation, navigation, municipal and industrial water and, yes, hydroelectric generation. This multi-purpose aspect
to building and operating dams is critical not only to the reasons dams are constructed, but also to
the value they provide.
The flood damage prevented from the Pick-Sloan Missouri
Basin Program dams versus the pre-dam era are estimated to
exceed $1 billion/year in today’s dollars. Tonnage transported
on the Missouri from Sioux City to St. Louis went from 51,000
in 1951 to 3,261,000 in 1979. Lands irrigated by this project
produce crops with a gross value of more than $200 million.
The almost 3,000 megawatts of hydroelectric generating capacity not only prevented the need to construct an equal amount
of thermal generation, but also allows for the integration into the grid of thousands of mega-watts
of wind and solar generation. And more people recreate at Corps of Engineers’ facilities than at all
of our national parks combined.
Construction and operation of dams definitely have fish and wildlife, land use and societal
impacts. Yet, electric ratepayers and the federal government have invested billions of dollars in
mitigation, dam modifications and fish and wildlife projects to mitigate for the dams’ impacts.
Finally, hydroelectric opponents appear to cavalierly ignore the fact that all electric generation
systems have environmental impacts. Even the intermittent renewable wind and solar projects
have significant land use and visual and wildlife impacts, to say nothing of the thermal generation
necessary to integrate wind and solar into the grid. The Minneapolis StarTribune’s article last year
(http://www.startribune.com/emerging-solar-plants-scorch-birds-in-mid-air/271624061/ ) is an
excellent description of a severe environmental impact from a “green” resource.
The current hydro licensing process is broken; it can take 10 years or more to obtain a federal
license for a new hydroelectric facility. Two bills currently before Congress, H.R. 8 and S. 2012,
would make rational changes to the hydro licensing process while maintaining the important
environmental safeguards in the current licensing process.
With the current concern about carbon-based generation and the need to integrate additional
intermittent renewable resources into the electric grid, taking aim at a clean, renewable, noncarbon emitting resource like hydropower stands the whole concept of “green” on its head. Please
contact your U.S. senators and representatives and ask them to support H.R. 8 and S. 2012 to
remove barriers to the development of additional hydroelectric power.
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DeeAnne Newville, CEO
dnewville@renville-sibley.coop
Hydropower is one of the
nation’s most important sources
of reliable, renewable electric
generation. Hydropower is second
only to nuclear in the amount of
non-carbon emitting electricity it
produces. Additionally, this country has the potential to double
its hydropower output by 2030,
largely by adding generation
facilities to existing dams.
Renville-Sibley Cooperative
Power Association members are
fortunate to get just under 20
percent of our wholesale power
from the federally owned and
managed hydroelectric dams that
are located along the Missouri
River in North and South Dakota.
As recipients of this low-cost, renewable wholesale power, we are
considered preference customers
and are members of the Mid-West
Electric Consumers Association. We
would like to thank Bill Drummond, executive director for
Mid-West Electric Consumers Association, for his efforts in support
of hydropower and for providing
information about the debate of
what is renewable energy in his
guest editorial this month.
8612.00
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Renville-Sibley Co-op Power
to Hold Annual Meeting
(USPS 019-074)
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Renville-Sibley Co-op
Power Association

The 78th annual meeting of Renville-Sibley Co-op Power Association will be held
on Thursday, March 31, 2016, at the Island Ballroom in Bird Island. The meeting
will begin at 6 p.m. with the dinner immediately following the meeting. The meeting
is being called in accordance with the bylaws of the association to transact the following business:
1. Report of officers, directors and committees.
2. Election of three (3) directors, one (1) from District 1, one (1) from District 2 and one (1) from
District 3.
3. Any other business which may properly come before the meeting
The annual meeting report will be mailed to all members the middle of March.
Members will receive their voting ballots for director election including candidate
information, at that time. If you cannot attend and you wish to mail your ballot, you
may do so. However, if mailed, it must be received through the mail by March 31,
2016.
Drawings for the early bird prizes will begin at 5:45 p.m. Drawings will also be
held at the close of the annual meeting. Children in attendance will be eligible for
prize drawings. A $10 energy credit attendance prize will be given to members (one
credit per member) who attend the annual meeting. All members are encouraged to
attend the 78th annual meeting of Renville-Sibley Cooperative Power Association.
Alan Neyers, Secretary

Member Informational Meetings Scheduled
Renville-Sibley Co-op Power will be hosting
Informational
member meetings throughout the service area in
Meetings Schedule
February. All members are invited to attend and
learn more about our electric cooperative and
what is happening in the electric industry.
Items on the meeting agenda include:
• Operations Report
• Manager’s Report
• Communication Manager’s Report
• Legislative Update
Members who attend the informational meeting will receive a LED light bulb (maximum of
one per member). We look forward to seeing you
at a member informational meeting in February!

The meetings are
scheduled as follows:
Saturday, Feb. 20, at 9 a.m. –
Community Center, Danube
Monday, Feb. 22, at 6:30 p.m. –
Athmann’s Inn, Bird Island
Tuesday, Feb. 23, at 9 a.m. –
Hebrew’s Cafe, Gibbon
Thursday, Feb. 25 at 1:30 p.m. –
Community Center, Sacred Heart

Comparative Report
Current
Dec. 2015

1 Year Ago
Dec. 2014

10 Years Ago
Dec. 2005

1,883

1,899

1,948

Kilowatt Hours Purchased

20,168,698

20,691,025

18,895,893

KWHs Sold

19,472,593

20,505,425

18,429,458

$1,160,421.13

$1,129,219.72

$587,623.53

Number of Consumers

Cost of Purchased Power
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Safety

Tips

Weathering a
Winter Storm
When ice and heavy snow bring down limbs and power
lines, safety is a consideration indoors and out. Make sure you
know how to weather the storm.

When outside, stay away from downed power lines:
• A power line does not need to be sparking or arcing to be
energized. Equipment near power lines can also be energized
and dangerous.
• Lines that appear to be “dead” can
become energized as crews work to restore power or sometimes from improper use of emergency generators. Assume
all low and downed lines are energized
and dangerous. If you see a downed or
sagging line, contact your utility.
• Motorists should never drive over
a downed line as snagging a line could
pull down a pole or other equipment
and cause other hazards.
• Be careful approaching intersections where traffic or crossing lights may be out.
• If you plan to use a generator, know how to operate it
safely.
Before a winter storm, you should have supplies on hand
and know how to stay warm:
• Always keep a battery-powered radio or TV, flashlights and
a supply of fresh batteries. You should also have water, blankets
and non-perishable food.
• When power goes out, it often comes back in spikes. This
can damage electronics. Keep your electronics safe by unplugging them when the power goes out. Leave one lamp or switch
on as a signal for when your power returns.
• To prevent water pipes from freezing, keep faucets turned
on slightly so that water drips from the tap. Know how to shut
off water valves case a pipe bursts.
• Never use a charcoal grill to cook or heat with inside the
home. Burning charcoal gives off deadly carbon monoxide gas.
Charcoal grills should only be used outdoors.
• If you live with a child or elderly person, you may need
to take them somewhere with power so they can stay warm. If
you are healthy enough to stay home safely, there are ways to
stay warm: stay inside and dress warmly in layered clothing.
• Close off unneeded rooms.
• When using an alternate heat source, follow operating instructions, use fire safeguards and be sure to properly ventilate.
Source: esfi.org
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Current

Issues

Free Course for Teachers
Teachers from
elementary and
secondary teachers in Minnesota,
Montana, South
Dakota and
North Dakota
are eligible for
the 2016 Lignite
Education Seminar set for June 13-16. The seminar was totally revamped in 2009 and
made into a two-credit class which lasts for four days. Participants can
receive credit from the University of North Dakota (economics), North
Dakota State University (education) or Minot State University (science).
This means that teachers who took the class when it was a one-credit
course, can take it again if they need a refresher as there is lots of new
information.
The seminar, which will be held at Bismarck State College, Bismarck,
N.D., will provide teachers with the information and educational materials
they need to teach their students about how lignite is mined and used to
produce electricity for homes, farms and businesses in the Upper Midwest.
In addition, the seminar covers lignite’s economic impact on the region, as
well as important environmental issues affecting the lignite industry.
During the seminar, teachers hear presentations by educators,
researchers and lignite industry representatives. One day is devoted to
touring mining operations, reclamation sites and coal conversion facilities.
Free lodging is provided in a Bismarck State College dormitory (two
people per room). Meals will be provided. Also, transportation will be
provided by the Lignite Energy Council for the tour of a mine, power
plant and the Great Plains Synfuels Plant.

Kids’ Corner Safety Poster
“The best way is the safe way.”
Merick Olson,
10 years old
Merick is the
son of Steve and
Maricel Olson,
Sinai, S.D.
They are
members of
Sioux Valley
Energy, Colman, S.D.

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local electric cooperative (address found on Page 3). If your poster is published, you’ll receive a
prize. All entries must include your name, age, mailing address and the names
of your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.

Reader

recipes

Savory Seafood
south Dakota Walleye
1/3 cup melted butter
2 cups soft white bread crumbs
1/4 tsp. salt

12 oz. walleye fillets
Dash of pepper
1 T. sesame seeds

Lightly grease bottom of casserole. Combine butter, bread
crumbs and salt. Arrange fish in casserole. Lightly sprinkle
with pepper. Top with bread crumb mixture. Sprinkle
sesame seeds over all. Bake, uncovered, at 350°F. for 30 to
35 minutes.
Becky Walth, Glenham

shrimp Boil
Cheap beer, enough to cover the
shrimp by 2 inches
1 T. celery seed
1 T. cumin seed
1 T. caraway seed

1 T. poppy seed
Several lbs. large peel and eat
shrimp
Melted butter, enough for each
diner

In a deep soup pot, bring beer and seasonings to a boil.
Be sure the seeds have swollen. It is important to allow the
seeds to swell in size as this allows the flavor to develop.
Add shrimp and boil together for 5 to 10 minutes to
insure the shrimp are cooked. Be careful to prevent the pot
from boiling over. (You can reuse this liquid to cook more
shrimp.) At the end of the time, scoop enough shrimp
from the pot for each diner to begin. Don’t rinse them off.
Peel and dip into melted butter. Note: Don’t worry about
manners and dining – put newspapers on the tabletop, have
plenty of paper towels, peel the shrimp and throw the shells
onto the newspaper. When dinner’s over, simply remove the
place settings, roll up the papers and throw in the trash. Of
course, wash your hands before you pet your friendly feline!

1 egg
1/4 cup small-curd nonfat cottage cheese
1 T. chopped fresh dill or 1 tsp. dried dill
weed
1 tsp. lemon pepper seasoning
1/4 cup sliced green onions
1 (14.75 oz.) can traditional pack Alaska
salmon or 2 cans or pouches (6 to 7.1 oz.
each) skinless, boneless salmon, drained
and chunked

3 T. garlic-and-herb bread crumbs
Vegetable oil
Yogurt Dill Sauce
1/2 cup nonfat yogurt
1-1/2 tsp. finely minced fresh garlic
Salt and pepper
1 T. chopped fresh dill or 1 tsp. dried dill
weed
1/4 cup grated cucumber (squeeze dry)

In medium bowl, whisk egg lightly. Add cottage cheese, dill, lemon pepper and
green onions; mix well. Mix in drained salmon, then sprinkle in bread crumbs
and mix well. Shape mixture into 4 patties, 1/2- to 3/4-inch thick and 3 inches in
diameter. Heat nonstick skillet over medium-high heat and brush skillet with oil.
Fry salmon cakes for about 2-1/2 to 3 minutes per side. Cakes should be crisp and
golden on the outside and still moist on the inside. Serve with Yogurt Dill Sauce.
To make yogurt and dill sauce, mix yogurt and garlic, adding salt and pepper to
taste. Stir in dill and cucumber. Refrigerate, covered, until ready to serve. Makes 4
servings.
Nutritional information per serving: 217 calories (34% from fat), 8 g total fat, 2 g
saturated fat, 112 mg cholesterol, 27 g protein, 8 g carbohydrate, 0.5 g fiber, 897 mg
sodium, 320 mg calcium and 1800 mg omega-3 fatty acids
Pictured, Cooperative Connections

salmon Loaf
1 can pink salmon, drained and
mashed
1 cup cracker crumbs

1 cup milk
2 eggs, beaten
4 T. butter, melted

Mix together all ingredients; place in a greased 1-1/2-quart
casserole. Bake at 350°F., uncovered, for 1 hour.

Anda Johnson, Spearfish

Fish tacos
1/2 cup sour cream
1/4 cup chopped fresh cilantro
1 lb. white fish fillets
2 T. lemon juice
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1 pkg. taco seasoning, divided
2 T. vegetable oil

alaska salmon Cakes with Yogurt Dill

Roxy Cook, Bruce

Taco shells or 8-inch soft flour
tortillas
Topping: shredded cabbage,
chopped tomato, lime juice,
chopped cilantro, Mexican
shredded cheese and taco
sauce

Fish and Cheese Chowder
1 lb. fish fillets, cut into 1-inch
cubes
2 T. butter
6 T. chopped onion
1 cup chopped carrots
6 T. chopped celery

1/4 cup flour
2 (10 oz.) cans chicken broth
1/2 tsp. salt
Dash of paprika
3 cups milk
1 cup grated cheese

Combine sour cream, mayonnaise, cilantro and 2 T. taco
seasoning in bowl. Combine fish, vegetable oil, lemon juice
and remaining taco seasoning in bowl; pour into skillet.
Cook over medium heat for 4 to 5 minutes or until fish
flakes easily when tested with fork. Fill soft or hard shells
with fish mixture. Service with sour cream mixture and
various toppings.

Melt butter in saucepan. Add onion, carrots and celery.
Cook until carrots and onion are soft. Blend in flour using
a bit of the broth so it doesn’t get lumpy. Add salt and
paprika. Cook 1 minute, stirring constantly. Gradually add
chicken broth and milk. Cook until thickened. Add fish;
simmer 10 minutes. Add cheese.

Mary Jessen, Holabird

Jane Ham, Rapid City

Please send
your favorite
appetizer, beverage, casserole and dairy
recipes to your
local electric
cooperative (address found on
Page 3). Each
recipe printed
will be entered
into a drawing for a prize
in June 2016.
All entries must
include your
name, mailing
address, telephone number
and cooperative
name.
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Youth

News

Last Call

for Scholarship Applications
There are just a few more days to submit your applications for Renville-Sibley’s
scholarships. The application deadline is Feb. 26.
Renville-Sibley Co-op Power will be offering $3,000 in scholarship money to
students in this region. The scholarships are for the 2016-17 school year.
Renville-Sibley is allocated a $1,000 scholarship from Basin Electric to be
awarded at the discretion of the cooperative. Another $1,000 scholarship is from
Renville-Sibley.
A committee of Renville-Sibley Board members, as well as an employee of the
cooperative, will select the recipients of the $1,000 Basin Scholarship and the $1,000
Renville-Sibley Scholarship. These scholarships will be awarded based on a combination of SAT/ACT scores and overall grade point average, work experiences, participation in school and community activities, the personal statement of career goals and
the written recommendation by a third
party. Additional consideration
will be given to applicants interested in a positon related to the
electric industry for the RenvilleSibley scholarship.
The remaining $1,000
scholarship is distributed
from uncashed capital credit
checks and is awarded by a random drawing from the remaining
				completed applications.
All scholarship applicants must be U.S. citizens and a dependent of a member of
Renville-Sibley Cooperative. They must be a high school senior who plans to enroll
as a full-time student in an undergraduate course of study at an accredited two-year
or four-year college, university or vocational/technical school. Applications will be
accepted until Feb. 26, 2016. Winners will be announced to the public at the cooperative’s annual meeting on March 31, 2016.
Renville-Sibley participates with other Minnesota electric cooperatives in sponsoring the continuation of the Jay York Scholarship. Mr. York was a Lake Wilson farmer
who dedicated his life to the rural electric program and to education in rural Minnesota. He was the first Minnesotan to serve as president of the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association (NRECA). Scholarships are available each year from this
program and are selected by random drawing. Each participating cooperative may
submit one candidate’s name for the drawing. The amount of this scholarship is determined based on the number of cooperatives that participate in the program. Over
the past 16 years, Renville-Sibley has awarded eight Jay York scholarships.
Only one completed application is required for an applicant to be considered a
candidate for any of the available scholarships. Incomplete applications will be excluded. For more information and a scholarship application form, contact RenvilleSibley at 1-800-826-2593 or 826-2593. Application forms are also available at our
web site www.renville-sibley.coop.

Applications will be accepted until Feb. 26, 2016.
Winners will be announced at the annual meeting.
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Scholar of the
Month Named
Renville-Sibley is proud to recognize
Braden Chan as this month’s Touchstone
Energy Scholar of the Month.
Braden is a senior at Renville County
West. He was nominated because of the
exceptional
academic
work he
does and his
to truly
Scholar of the Month desire
understand
the material. According to his coworkers,
Braden did an excellent job at his internship at Renville County Hospital and
Clinics this past year. Congratulations
Braden! More information on the Scholar
of the Month program can be found on
our website under the Customer Service
tab.

Consider purchasing rechargeable batteries – and an ENERGY STAR® charger for
them – which are more cost effective than
disposable batteries. In the U.S. alone,
more energy-efficient battery chargers
could save families more than $170 million annually. Source: Energy.gov

Community Events
Many local communities are busy planning
upcoming events. To find out more about these
activities, please check out the following sites:
Redwood County:
www.co.redwood.mn.us/links.htm
Renville County:
www.renville.com
Sibley County:
www.co.sibley.mn.us/things_to_do

Youth

News

You Could Win a Trip to D.C.
Each year, rural electric cooperatives across the nation
sponsor roughly 1,600 students on the Rural Electric Youth
Tour to Washington D.C. The youth tour program continues
to foster the grassroots spirit of the rural electric cooperatives
by demonstrating to high school juniors and seniors how our
government works and what the electric cooperative business
model is all about.
In 2016, Renville-Sibley will be sending one high school
junior or senior on an all-expense paid trip to the Washington
D.C. Youth Tour. The selected student will spend six days in
our nation’s capital visiting museums, chatting with politicians and making memories and friends that will last a lifetime.
What is the best part of this trip? The best part is the fact that
Renville-Sibley will pay all of the expenses.
More information and how to apply can be found below.

Contest purpose:
Select one youth to
represent Renville-Sibley
Co-op Power at the Washington, D.C., Youth Tour.
Eligibility:
The contest is open to
any current high school
junior or senior whose family is a member of our cooperative.
Requirements:
Contestant shall write a 300-word essay on the topic:
“If chosen, what do you hope to learn from this
experience and how will this help you in your future.”
Complete a Youth Tour application form which can be
found on Renville-Sibley’s web site.

Additional Information:
Deadline for application is March 15
The winner will be announced by March 31
Tour Dates: June 11-16, 2016
Sample itinerary (subject to change):
Saturday, June 11
Travel day
Night bus tour of Air Force Memorial and 9/11 Memorial
Sunday, June 12
Walking tour of Monuments, Arlington Cemetery trolley tour, Holocaust
Museum, Ford’s Theatre/Peterson House, River Cruise on Potomac
River and night Monument Tours
Monday, June 13
General Session with other state youth tours
Tour Newseum, National Archives, Smithsonian Museums and US Navy
Band Concert on the Capital Steps
Tuesday, June 14
Tour Mount Vernon and National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
(NRECA) to learn about cooperatives
Wednesday, June 15
Capitol Day – meet with Congressional Delegation, tour capitol and visit
House Gallery
NRECA dinner & dance
Thursday, June 16
Travel day
More information can be found at the National Youth Tour website:

http://youthtour.coop/
COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS • March 2016 7

Hops Dreams
Director’s 25-year Hobby Grows Gallons at a Time

A

By
Brenda Kleinjan

ttending a convention in Lincoln, Neb., 25
years ago gave Clay-Union Electric Corporation
director Terry Munter a sip of a hobby to come.
While in Lincoln, he found a dark beer on tap
at a time when dark beer was hard to find. Down
the street was a store selling home brewing kits and
the chemistry clicked for the former industrial arts
teacher.
“I bought the materials and made my first
batch,” Munter recalled, and then continued with a
slight grimace. “It was less than desirable.”
He persisted on and after four or five batches got
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one that wasn’t too bad, he said.
Now, a quarter-century later, the Vermillion,
S.D., man continues to tweak recipes as he seeks a
combination of three, consistent base beers (a red
a light and a dark) that he hopes will become the
foundation for a brewing license and eventual bar
that he envisions with brewing partner Lars Aga.
And, add to that plan is the desire to form a cooperative for area hops growers. (The flowers – also
called seed cones or strobiles – of the hops plant
gives beer its flavoring.)
Munter describes the beer making process as a

Left: Lars Aga and Terry Munter look at hops
flowers left after the harvest on Aga’s Clay
County farm. Below: A wipe board in Munter’s
brewing area reads like a chemistry teacher’s
chalk board, with notations made about different
batches of beer. Inset: Hops give beer its flavor.
Here, Munter shows commerically-purchased
hops. Opposite Page: Munter’s hobby has grown
from a single pot on his kitchen stove to a series
of boilers in a space mostly dedicated to his
hobby.

simple one – but with many variations. One takes
water, grain (typically barley), hops and yeast, apply
heat and then cooling.
Munter’s hobby has evolved from those first
batches made on the kitchen stove to larger batches
made in a space dedicated to the process (and
laundry).
The kitchen stove has been replaced with digitally-controlled electric boilers, calibration instruments, plate chillers and other equipment gathered
in his quest to consistently produce a good brew.
Munter believes the key lies in the water.
“It’s ALL about the water,” said Munter.
To make five gallons of beer, Munter starts
with 6.5 gallons of water and then adds the grains.
Through a process of sparging (washing) and mashing, the raw beer – or wort – is formed and then
brought to the electric boil kettle where the hops are
added for flavor. Hops added early in the process
dictates the taste of the beer while hops added later
gives the beer its aroma.
When the mash tun is processed, it is heated at
150 to 155 degrees.
But one degree is critical, Munter notes.
“Every beer style has a different mash temperature,” Munter said
For Munter, it comes back
to the water.
“The pH is very important,” said Munter, noting
that a good beer will have a
pH of 5.2 to 5.4.
The difficulty for Munter
is that his local rural water
starts at a pH of 7.2, which
while good for many things,
is not good for Munter’s
quest of a good glass of beer.
Munter’s solution to his
water dilemma? He builds his
own.
“We start with pure water,” Munter said. He
takes local water through reverse osmosis and mixes
with other sourced water to develop the characteristics he has found will develop good beer. (It

comes in handy that his son is a biochemist in water
engineering.)
“Water is the secret and then consistency. If I could
make any wish, it would be consistency,” Munter said.
Once the beer has boiled and then cooled through
a plate chiller, it begins its fermenting process. Munter
adds yeast which starts eating the wort’s starches.
Munter will take measurements of the wort with a refractometer to determine the mixture’s specific gravity.
His goal is to have an alcohol
content of 7.2 percent to 7.5
percent, depending on the
type of beer being made.
The primary fermenting
process takes nine to 12 days
and then the brew continues
to a secondary fermenter.
The beer is then kegged
and stays under pressure for
15 days. His beers have a shelf
life of one month to 2.5 years, depending on the type.
While Munter and Aga have been using purchased
hops in their beers (and experimenting with hops
grown on a couple of plants in Munter’s back yard),
they have hopes of incorporating locally-grown hops
grown on Aga’s farm west of
Vermillion. He has begun a trellis system to support 410 hops
plants, which, when mature,
could produce more than 2,400
pounds of hops in a good year.
Once established, the harvesting of the hops will be a
growing issue.
Aga’s 410 plants are still immature, but in their first season
it took four days to harvest the
plants by hand. That time will
increase once the plants reach
maturity.
Mechanical harvesting equipment is cost-prohibitive for an individual producer,
but Munter and Aga have hopes of forming a cooperative of hops growers for the purchase and use of the
equipment.
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Co-op

News

Outage Report affecting 10 members or more

System
Map

Renville-Sibley Co-op
Power Association

Substation
locations
are marked
by yellow
stars.

Emmet

Crooks

Kingman
Please contact Renville-Sibley’s
office for more details about
these power outages.

Troy
Henryville

Date:
Time off:
Time on:
Substation:
Cause:

1-6-16
Honner
9 a.m.
10:35 a.m.
Emmet
Scheduled outage to
convert overhead to underground

Date:
Time off:
Substation:
Cause:

1-7-16
1:07 p.m.
Time on: 3:28 p.m.
Emmet
Scheduled outage to convert
overhead to underground

Birch
Cooley
Cairo

Date::
Time off:
Substation:
Cause:

1-21-16
9:00 a.m.
Time on: 10:03 a.m.
Emmet
Scheduled outage for tree contractors
to trim trees near power lines

Want Ads

Last month, Renville-Sibley
member Donald Melin did
not find his
number in
the newsletter.
The credit will
continue to grow $10 for a value of $40.
A number has been hidden somewhere
in this newsletter. If you find your number and call the office by March a, you
will receive this credit on your electric
statement. Good luck in your search!

Mission Statement:

FREE Want Ad Service
Offered to Members
Members can submit ads for the following categories: Giveaway, For
Sale, For Rent and Wanted. Ads are limited to no more than 15 words
and must be received by the first of the month to be included in the
following month’s newsletter. Renville-Sibley reserves the right to edit
content or exclude ads due to space restrictions. Ads will be run one time
only unless resubmitted.

Please complete the following information and mail to:
Renville-Sibley Cooperative Power, PO Box 68, Danube, MN 56230
Name: ________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Phone number: __________________________________________
Ad to be placed (limit of 15 words per ad):
_________ __________ __________ _________ __________
_________ __________ __________ _________ __________
_________ __________ __________ _________ __________
Type of ad:

Where Is
the Member
Number?

r Giveaway

r For Sale
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r For Rent

r Wanted

Renville-Sibley Cooperative Power
Association will provide efficient,
reliable electric energy and services to
enhance the quality of rural living.
Renville-Sibley Co-op
Power Association

The Renville-Sibley Office
will be closed March 25
for Good Friday.

Wanted
Giveaway For Sale

Wanted

For Sale

aw
Give

Wanted: Outdoor nativity set.
Bill Luepke, Olivia, MN, 320-522-4725

ay

Board

News

January Board Meeting Highlights
The January board meeting was held on Monday, Feb. 1, at
9 a.m. All board members were present except Phil Nestande.
Others present were CEO DeeAnne Newville, Attorney Jeff
Whitmore as well as staff members Lenae Wordes and Gene Allex. Two members also attended the board meeting.
The following items were reviewed and approved by the
board:
• Minutes of the December board meeting
• Operating and disbursement reports for the month of
December
• Capital credits to estates
• Safety report for January
• Annual meeting speaker
• March board meeting changed to Monday, March 28 at 8 a.m.
• Revenue deferral resolution
• 2016 updates to the 2014 Load Forecast resolution
The board reviewed:
• List of new members and capital credits transferred
• Report by the cooperative attorney
• Previously used board laptop computers
• Scholarship Committee meeting to review scholarship
applications
• East River Electric video report
• Reports from staff members as to the activities in their

Notice:

NOTICE:
The February board meeting
will be held at 9 a.m.
on Monday, Feb. 29.
department. Items in the reports include:
– High level Statement of Operations review – YTD
through December 2015 (unaudited)
– Organization activities
– East River update
– NRECA update
– MREA update
– Line crew work in progress and pending work
– Technology update
– Member Information meetings
– Nominating Committee meetings
– Annual meeting
– Youth Tour
Upcoming meetings were discussed.
Please contact the Renville-Sibley office if you would like
more information regarding the board meeting.

Candidates for the director positions will be listed in the
April Cooperative Connections and candidate information
for each district will be included with the ballot mailing.

Renville-Sibley’s annual meeting will be held on Thursday, March 31,
2016, at the Island Ballroom in Bird Island.
Note the date is changed from our typical
Monday night meeting to a Thursday night.
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Electric Co-op Day

Energizing the Grassroots

E

ngaging in the political arena and making

By
Brenda Kleinjan

their members’ voices heard has been part
of the electric cooperative DNA since
their emergence 80 years ago.
Those early co-op leaders
waged hard-fought battles in
state legislatures to create
electric cooperatives. They
also recognized that working
together, their voices carried
more weight than any one
did alone.
In the years since, electric cooperatives still work to
make sure the voices of more
than 335,000 South Dakotans who
receive power from an electric cooperative are heard.
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For the past four years, electric cooperatives in
South Dakota have hosted Electric Co-op
Day at the Capitol as a way to bring
co-op leaders to Pierre to particpate in the legislative process.
The day is designed to help
educate and connect. Some
years, there are specific pieces
of legislation that co-ops are
advocating for. Other years,
it’s simply an opportunity to
observe and be present.
During the day, electric
cooperative directors, employees
and members attend committee
hearings, speak with their elected officials and watch the legislature in action.
There’s time spent observing, time spent learning

Left: The South Dakota Senate welcomed the
state’s electric cooperatives to the chamber
during hte 2015 Legislative Session. Groups are
regularly recognized this way. Below: Electric
cooperative directors and employees observe the
S.D. Senate from the Senate Gallery during the
2015 Co-op Day at the Capitol. Below left: H-D
Electric director Steve Hansen is ready to put
barbeque sauce Rep. Lee Qualm’s pork sandwich.
Opposite Page: Participants of the 2015 Co-op
Day at the Capitol pose for a photo with Sen.
Scott Parsley and Rep. Tom Brunner. Weather had
some participants leaving early and not waiting
for the photo.

and time spent conversing.
For many co-op employees and directors, it’s
an eye-opening experience. Observing a bill on its
journey through committee hearings, and floor
debates can sometimes be baffling. Throughout the
day, the process becomes less intimidating.
By design, Electric Cooperative Day at the
Capitol is held toward the end of the legislative
session. The 2016 event is Feb. 23, the 26th of the
91st Legislative Session’s 38 days. This year, it is
the day before “Crossover Day” the day which bills
must emerge from the body where they originated.
(In South Dakota, bills are introduced either on the
House side or the Senate side. They are considered
by committees in the originating body, and, if successful, proceed to that body’s full chamber. After
floor debate, the bill can be sent to the other side
to be considered. If it fails to leave the chamber it
started in, it is essentially done.)
Electric cooperatives hold Electric Co-op Day
toward the end of session for a variety of reasons.
One, other groups who have similar functions
throughout the session are typically held at the
beginning of session. Two, Electric Co-op Day is
an opportunity for co-ops to say thank you to the
legislature by hosting a noon meal under the capitol
dome.
Want to learn more about South Dakota’s Legislative
Process? Go to http://legis.sd.gov/

Minnesota Legislature
Directors’ Day at the Capitol
During the Minnesota Rural Electric Association annual meeting
March 21-23, cooperative board directors and managers spend a day
at the Minnesota Capitol discussing electric generation, transmission and
delivery policy issues with legislators. The directors and managers serve
as the frontline for explaining the cooperative position on recently introduced bills being discussed at the Capitol and how they impact electric
rates and reliability for rural member-owners.
Grassroots Day at the
Capitol
Each legislative session, MREA
member distribution cooperatives
select delegates from among their
employees, directors, member-owners,
key account customers and others to
meet with state legislators at the Minnesota Capitol. The event is timed to
coincide with final committee debates
on electricity proposals.
Grassroots advocates share
professional and personal expertise
on bills that have a critical impact on the day-to-day operations of
the cooperatives and the quality and affordability of electricity to the
member-owner. The day motivates and engages grassroots advocates in
electric issues and strengthens relationships with legislators.
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Electricity is the
Best Choice

for cost-savings and the environment

K

By Paul Wesslund

Analysis
says that
national
policy and
everyday
conventional
wisdom
miss the
mark on
the
benefits of
electricity.

eith Dennis says electricity is a good energy choice for
the environment. He cites a thought-provoking list of reasons
in his peer-reviewed article published in The Electricity Journal
in November, titled “Environmentally Beneficial Electrification:
Electricity as the End-Use Option.”
Dennis is the senior principal of end-use solutions and standards at the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
(NRECA). His article challenges basic assumptions about electricity and the environment that make a difference for top-level
policy makers, as well as for co-op members.
His focus on water heaters and heat pumps is especially significant since heating water and air account for more than half of a
home’s energy use.
Here are answers Dennis gave to questions about the research
behind his article:

A central claim in your article is that an electric water heater has
less environmental impact than a natural gas water heater. How can
this be true, when burning natural gas emits less greenhouse gas than
burning coal, which generates about a third of our nation’s electricity?
Technologies have gotten so advanced that a water heater in
your home can be 200 percent or more efficient at converting
electricity into heat. It does this by taking some of the energy out
of the surrounding air in what’s called a heat pump.
Heat pumps are being used more and more for space heating,
and more recently, heat pump technology is being used in water
heaters.
And a natural gas water heater actually burns the gas in your
home. So you need to vent that air out of your home through a
flue. To do that, you are essentially making large holes in your
home and pumping air in and out, reducing energy efficiency.
Explain the contention in your article that buying a gas water
heater locks you out of future improvements in efficiency.
Once you install a gas appliance in your home, you are stuck
with that technology for its 10- to 20-year life. During that time,
solar panels and wind turbines will be generating a bigger share of
the nation’s electricity. Coal power plant efficiency will be improv-
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How to Choose Efficient Appliances
It’s never a good day when you realize you
need to replace a large appliance in your home.
However, when the unfortunate time comes, be
sure to take a moment and consider what you will
purchase – especially for appliances that haven’t
been replaced in a number of years, as the technology may have changed substantially. Instead
of rushing out to buy the same make and model
of appliance you had, consider this an opportunity
to assess the market and make a smart purchase
that will save you money in the long run.
According to the Department of Energy, appliances account for about 13 percent of the average
household’s energy use. Clothes dryers, refrigerators/freezers, computers, microwaves, dishwashers and washing machines are the appliances that
tend to use the most energy in a typical American
home. Every appliance you buy has an operating
cost, which is the cost of the energy needed to
power the appliance. To facilitate more informed
comparison shopping, the federal government
requires some appliances to have an Energy Guide

label stating the approximate energy consumption
and operating cost of the appliance. Appliances
with an ENERGY STAR® label use 10 percent to 50
percent less energy than standard appliances and
are generally more expensive than their standard
counterparts. So, it’s important to
compare the lifetime costs of each
(up-front cost + operating cost)
to ensure that purchasing the efficient appliance is the best choice.
In addition to looking at the
efficiency of your new appliance,
make sure to consider its size.
Purchasing an appliance that is
too large for your needs will lead
to more energy being used. For
example, laptops or small desktops (e.g., the Mac
Mini) use only one-quarter of the energy of typical desktop PCs and have sufficient memory and
processing speeds for many common applications.
This same principle applies to refrigerators, air
conditioners and more.

ing. The only way to benefit from those trends would be to
have an electric appliance.
You make a point that using an electric appliance can make you
part of a broad, national solution to improving energy efficiency.
In addition to the high efficiency of the electric appliance itself, there are electric system efficiencies that can be
achieved through the ability to choose the time when you use
the electricity. For example, your water heater is able to operate as a type of battery and better batteries are part of what’s
needed to make renewable energy more useful. Solar panels
only make electricity when the sun shines and wind turbines
only make electricity when the wind blows. A hidden value of
water heaters is that they can serve as a storage technology –
the water they heat stays hot for a long time because they are
well insulated. An electric car can work the same way – once
it’s charged, it stores energy for when it’s going to be driven. By
storing energy when it is available and then using it when it is
needed, these technologies are increasing the overall efficiency
of our energy resources.
Many electric co-ops have load-control programs that take
advantage of that energy storage ability to more effectively
manage the flow of power. Those load control programs return
that value to the co-op member by helping pay some of the upfront costs for these more efficient appliances through rebates
or other incentives.
You claim there’s a huge flaw in the way we calculate a lot of
the leading energy efficiency standards, from ENERGY STAR® ratings to construction standards. How do they miss the mark?
The formulas being used to calculate energy efficiency for
these major programs don’t take into account several realities.
Those include the increases in renewable energy and natural

As you begin your search for a new appliance,
check with your electric cooperative to see if they
offer incentives for energy efficient appliances,
and remember to use the ENERGY STAR website as
an additional resource.
Dramatic advancements in
the efficiency of many electric
appliances now can provide the
same level of end-user comfort
with substantially less electric
input. With a little research and
forethought up-front, you can
save money over the life of your
appliance without sacrificing any
benefits. Good luck, and happy
shopping!
Thomas Kirk is a technical research analyst
specializing in energy efficiency and renewable
energy for the Cooperative Research Network
(CRN), a service of the Arlington, Va.-based
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association.

gas to generate electricity, power plant efficiencies, load management programs and other advantages of electricity we’ve
talked about in this interview. Those metrics for calculating
energy efficiency were designed before a lot of these trends. Despite these trends, the metrics still treat all electricity as coming
from inefficient coal plants. That’s just clearly wrong.
These incorrect efficiency metrics lead to bad energy decisions. In my article, I quote the Natural Resources Defense
Council as saying that these metrics “have serious deficiencies
for the purpose of setting a product standard; they are simply
not the right numbers to inform good standards decisions.”
NRECA and others have been working with policy makers to
change those metrics. What is the status?
Very positive. It’s a long bureaucratic process, but we are
hoping that the Department of Energy and the Environmental
Protection Agency will work with us to address these issues.
Along with the environmental community, the renewable energy community and other energy stakeholders, we have begun
that process.
You conclude your article with the bold statement that “incentivizing beneficial electrification with appliances available
today would immediately reduce carbon dioxide emissions.”
For policy makers and co-op members, more and more you
are going to see the ability to achieve end-use emissions reductions and energy efficiency improvements by choosing electric
end-use options over direct fossil fuel use like oil, natural gas,
gasoline and diesel. This will achieve energy efficiency, cost savings and environmental benefits.
Paul Wesslund writes on cooperative issues for the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the Arlington, Va.-based
service arm of the nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, not-forprofit electric cooperatives.
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regional Dateline

February 26-27
SD High School State Wrestling
Tournaments, All Classes
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Rapid City, SD, 605-224-9261
February 26-28
Sioux Empire Wacipi
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-367-7288
March 3
Brantley Gilbert
The Blackout Tour, Rushmore
Plaza Civic Center Ice Arena
Rapid City, SD, 605-394-4115
March 1
Lil’ Wayne: The Dedication
Tour, Sioux Falls, SD
605-367-7288
March 4-5
SD High School State Debate
and IE Tournament, Central
High School, Aberdeen, SD
March 4-5
Holiday Arts Spring Craft
Show, Masonic Temple
Mitchell, SD, 605-248-2526
March 5
Custer Trade Show
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Custer, SD, 605-673-2244
March 10-12
SD High School State A Girls
Basketball Tournament
Civic Arena, Watertown, SD
605-224-9261, www.sdhsaa.com

Events of Special Note
March 5-8
2016 Summit League
Basketball Championship
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-367-7288

Photo CoURtESY oF MaKEnziE hUbER/SDSU Collegian

February 24-28
SD State Dart Tournament
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Rapid City, SD, 605-394-4115

March 7
Harlem Globetrotters
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Ice Arena, Rapid City, SD
605-394-4115

To have your event listed on this page, send complete information, including date, event, place and contact to your local electric cooperative.
Include your name, address and daytime telephone number. Information must be submitted at least eight weeks prior to your event.
Please call ahead to confirm date, time and location of event.

March 10-12
SD High School State B Girls
Basketball Tournament
Huron Arena, Huron, SD
605-224-9261

March 17-19
SD High School State A Boys
Basketball Tournament
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Rapid City, SD, 605-224-9261

March 12-13
2016 Gun Show
American Legion Hall
Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. MST
Philip, SD, 605-859-2635
605-859-2280, 605-859-2892
or 605-859-2219

March 17-19
SD High School State B Boys
Basketball Tournament
Barnett Center, Aberdeen, SD
605-224-9261

March 17-19
SD High School State AA Girls
Basketball Tournament
Premier Center, Arena
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-224-9261
www.sdhsaa.com
March 17-19
SD High School State AA Boys
Basketball Tournament
Premier Center, Sioux Falls
Arena, Sioux Falls, SD
605-224-9261

March 18-20
South Dakota Taxidermy
Competition and Convention
Watertown, SD, 712-540-5868
March 19-20
Curt Carter Memorial Gun
Show, Watertown, SD
605-793-2347
April 1-3
Annual Hats Off to the Artists
Art Show, Faulkton, SD
605-598-6525

April 2-3
Professional Bull Riders
Built Ford Tough Series
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-367-7288
April 8-10
Sioux Empire Film Festival
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-367-4616
April 9-10
Dakota Territory Gun Show
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center
Rapid City, SD, 605-394-4115
April 14
Red Green “I’m Not Old – I’m
Ripe” Tour, Sioux Falls, SD
605-367-4616
April 23
Jeff Dunham: Perfectly
Unbalanced Tour
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-367-7288
April 24
Jeff Dunham: Perfectly
Unbalanced Tour
Rapid City, SD, 800-468-6463

