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Communications

Column

Scholar of the Year Selected
On Wednesday evening,
May 25, seven students and
their family members met
at the Danube Community
Center each hoping to leave
with a $1,000 scholarship.
Before I tell you who was the
lucky winner, let me explain
what led up to the event that
evening.
Renville-Sibley, a Touchstone Energy® Cooperative,
Lenae Wordes,
Communications Manager was founded on the four
pillars of Integrity, Accountlwordes@renville-sibley.coop
ability, Innovation and a
Commitment to Community.
The cooperative wanted to recognize high school seniors who
shared these same values. From this idea, the Scholar of the
Month program was formed.
Each month starting in September of 2015, faculty members of Cedar Mountain, MACCRAY, CMCS, Redwood
Valley, GFW, RCW and BOLD were invited to nominate
one or more senior students who they felt demonstrated the
Touchstone Energy values. Nominations were due at the end
of each month. All nominations for that month were then
entered into a random drawing for a $100 donation. This
donation was given to the school of the selected student with
the student determining how the funds were to be distributed.
Each month, the accomplishments of the selected student were
recognized in our newsletter, on local radio stations and in
their local newspaper. Nominations were taken thru the end of
April for a total of eight scholars selected in the 2015-16 school
year. Renville-Sibley then hosted a banquet to recognize each
of these students and to select the Scholar of the Year.
The scholars selected each month and the school organization they chose for their $100 donation are as follows:
September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April

Allison Krause
Salma Perez
Thomas Froland
MiKayla Pharr
Braden Chan
Megan Lee
Mason Breidenbach
Tegan Hicks

U
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Above: Renville-Sibley Co-op Power students who had been selected as
Touchstone Energy® Scholars of the Month at area schools register to win a
$1,000 scholarship awarded at the Touchstone Energy Scholar of the Month
Banquet May 25 in Danube.

The Scholar of the Year banquet was held on May 25. To be
eligible for the scholarship, the scholars needed to be present
at the banquet. Seven of the eight scholars were able to attend
the banquet. I was honored to welcome the students and their
family members, review the Scholar of the Month program
and introduce Dick Hagen as the guest speaker. Dick shared
information about the past and future of the ag economy and
the impact it has on the world. Following Dick’s presentation,
a name was drawn for the Scholar of the Year. The winner of
a $1,000 scholarship was Tegan Hicks, a recent graduate from
Redwood Valley High School.
Renville-Sibley is pleased to recognize our outstanding high
school seniors and to assist the schools of the selected students
with a donation each month. The cooperative looks forward to
another year of offering the Touchstone Energy Scholar of the
Month program. 9564.00

Math Department
Girls Basketball Program
Science Department
Science Department
Science Department
Library
Hockey Program
Volleyball Program

Follow us on Twitter @RenSib

Left: Communications
Manager Lenae Wordes
presents Tegan Hicks
of Redwood Valley
High School with a
$1,000 scholarship.
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Roger Manthei – Vice Chair
Alan Neyers – Secretary/Treasurer
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Randy Dolezal
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Stanley Prokosch
Wayland Zaske
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Gene Allex – Line Superintendent
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Shawn Beckler – Crew Chief
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Nick Bruns – Operations Assistant
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Rick Ferguson – Warehouseman
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DeeAnne Newville – CEO
Brandon Ochs – Apprentice Lineman
Clint Olson – Journeyman Lineman
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Lenae Wordes – Communications Manager
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News

In Case
of a Power
Outage
Here are the steps to follow if you are out of power:
1. Check the fuses or
breakers in your home.
Make sure your entire farm
site is without power and not
just one building.
2. Call your neighbor. If
their power is also off, then
it is probably a line outage.
3. Report your power
outage. Have your
member number available
to assist with a prompt
response.
4. Call the Renville-Sibley
Office number: 320-8262593 or 800-826-2593.
Include power restoration
chart – you can use the same
one as last year or a different
one if you have another
option.

Standby Generator
While owning an emergency generator comes
in handy during an extended power outage, it is
important that you consider the following.
To safely use standby generators, operate them
only in well-ventilated areas outdoors so emissions
can’t enter your home. In addition, always turn off
a generator when refueling it and store gasoline,
diesel fuel or propane outside of living areas. Plug
appliances directly into a generator or use an extension cord. Do not try to power a home’s wiring by
plugging the generator into a wall outlet.
A permanently installed standby generator for a
home or business requires a transfer switch to isolate it from the power grid. The main breaker on an
electric panel does not qualify as a transfer switch
under the National Electrical Code.
Transfer switches are critical for two reasons:
• They prevent the backflow of current across
distribution lines that could electrocute lineworkers
trying to restore power during an outage.
• They protect the generator from damage when
electric service has been restored.
Installation of a standby generator should be
done by a licensed
electrician and
must comply with
the National Electrical Code as well
as state and local
codes.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: Renville-Sibley
Cooperative Connections, PO Box 68, Danube, MN
56230; Telephone (320) 826-2593; Toll Free 1-800-8262593; Fax (320) 826-2679;

Web site: www.renville-sibley.coop

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Renville-Sibley Co-op
Power Association
Call BEFORE You Dig

8-1-1

Renville County Fair

August 10-12, 2016

Watch next
month’s
newsletter for
information
on August
events such as
FarmFest and
the Renville
County Fair!
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Safety

Tips

Current

Issues

Air Conditioner
and Fan Safety

Tell Congress to Extend the
Geothermal Tax Credit Today

Hot weather brings increased use of air conditioners. Contact with electric current from air
conditioners accounts for a significant number of
electrocutions and electrical injuries each year.
ESFI recommends that you always contact a
qualified, licensed electrician to perform any electrical work in your home, including the installation
and services of air conditioning and other cooling
equipment.

Across the nation, electric cooperatives and public power districts help our
member-owners save energy and money by promoting the use of geothermal heat
pumps. These super-efficient heat pumps can cut home heating and cooling bills by
up to 70 percent. Many member-owners install geothermal units with assistance from
the geothermal tax credit. The tax credit expires at the end of this year, jeopardizing
the continued use of this energy efficient technology.
Co-ops and their
members are asking
Congress to extend
the credit. Go to the
Cooperative Action
Network’s action.coop
and ask your Member of Congress to extend this credit by supporting H.R. 5167.
The Cooperative Action Network is the advocacy hub for America’s electric cooperatives. It’s more important than ever to band together and promote common sense
solutions to the problems facing our nation.
Join our growing grassroots army today and become part of our team of more
than one million advocates around the nation. By signing up, you’ll maximize your
voice as you hold elected officials accountable and promote the importance of electric
cooperatives across the nation.
The Cooperative Action Network is the grassroots arm of the NRECA – the national service organization for more than 900 not-for-profit rural electric cooperatives
that provide electricity to more than 42 million consumers across 47 states. Together,
rural electric cooperatives serve 75 percent of the nation’s landmass and account for
approximately 12 percent of total electricity sales in the United States.

Facts and Statistics
• According to the CPSC, 15 percent of consumer-product related electrocutions are attributed
to large appliances. These electrocutions occur most
commonly while someone is attempting to service
or repair the appliance.
• In 2006, an estimated 33,500 injuries were
reported to hospital emergency rooms as involving
air conditioners, fans, humidifiers, dehumidifiers,
air purifiers, and heat pumps. The leading types of
injuries were laceration (14,890), contusion or abrasion (6,110) and strain or sprain (4,430).
• In 2006, air conditioning or related equipment
was involved in an estimated 7,400 reported U.S.
home structure ﬁres, with associated losses of 270
civilian injuries and $200 million indirect property
damage.
• In 2003 to 2006, the 7,000 reported home
structure fires per year involving air conditioning
and related equipment included 2,400 per year
involving central and room air conditioners specifically and 3,700 per year involving fans.
• In 1995 to 2003 (excluding 1999, which was
not reported), there were 11.5 electrocution deaths
per year involving air conditioners and 4.3 electrocution deaths per year involving fans.
Cooling Equipment Safety Tips
• Keep safety in mind when selecting cooling
equipment for your home.
• Have a qualiﬁed, licensed electrician install and
service any electrical equipment in your home.
• Have electric-powered equipment inspected
and maintained regularly for safety.
• Make sure your equipment has the label showing that it is listed by a recognized testing laboratory.
Source: esfi.org
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Kidsʼ Corner Safety Poster
“Don’t play by wires.”
Alandra Kontz,
10 years old
Alandra was 10
years old when
she submitted this
safety poster. She
is the daughter
of Kelly and Val
Kontz, Pipestone,
Minn. They are
members of Sioux
Valley Energy,
Colman, S.D.
Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local electric cooperative (address
found on Page 3). If your poster is published, youʼll receive a prize. All entries must include
your name, age, mailing address and the names of your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.

Reader

Recipes

Delectable
Desserts
Anzac Biscuits
1 cup quick cooking oats
3/4 cup flaked coconut
1 cup all-purpose flour
1 cup sugar

Spiced Triple Berry Shortcakes
1/2 cup butter
1 T. golden syrup (honey works)
1 tsp. baking soda
2 T. boiling water

In a bowl, mix together oats, coconut, flour and sugar.
In a small saucepan over low heat, melt butter and syrup.
Dissolve soda in boiling water; add to melted butter and
syrup. Add butter mixture to dry ingredients. Drop by
teaspoonfuls on greased cookie sheets (or baking paper).
Bake at 350°F. for 18 to 20 minutes.
Clarice Roghair, Okaton

Apple Dumplings
1 apple, cored and cut into 8
pieces
1 (8 oz.) can crescent rolls
Cinnamon

2/3 cup sugar
8 pats butter
1 cup Mountain Dew soft drink

Spiced Shortcakes:
1-1/2 cups reduced fat baking mix
3 T. sugar
3/4 tsp. ground cinnamon
1/2 tsp. ground ginger
6 T. fat free milk
2 cups thawed fat free whipped topping

For filling, mix berries and vanilla in large bowl. Mix sugar, cinnamon and ginger
in small bowl. Sprinkle over berries; toss to coat well. Let stand 30 minutes to
allow berries to release their juices, stirring occasionally. For the spiced shortcakes,
mix baking mix, sugar, cinnamon and ginger in large bowl. Add milk; stir to form
a soft dough. (If necessary, knead dough in bowl to incorporate dry ingredients.)
Drop dough by 6 spoonfuls onto sprayed baking sheet. Bake at 425°F. for 10 to
12 minutes or until golden brown. Cool slightly on wire rack. To serve, split warm
shortcakes. Place 1 shortcake bottom on each plate. Top each with 2/3 cup berry
filling and 1/3 cup whipped topping. Cover with shortcake tops. Makes 6 servings.
Nutritional Facts Per Serving: Calories 266, Total Fat 2g, Cholesterol 0mg, Sodium
280mg, Carbohydrates 58g, Dietary Fiber 4g, Protein 4g

Place 1 apple slice on widest end of crescent roll; roll
up starting at wide end. Pinch and seal shut. Place in an
8x8-inch pan. Continue until all slices are used. Sprinkle
with cinnamon and sugar. Top with a pat of butter on each.
Pour Mountain Dew over all. Bake at 350°F. for 45 minutes.
Velma Schmitz, Bonesteel

Earthquake Cake
1 box German chocolate
cake mix
3 eggs
1-1/3 cups water
1/2 cup oil
1 cup coconut
1/2 cup chopped walnuts

Berry Filling:
2 cups sliced strawberries
1 cup blueberries
1 cup raspberries
2 tsp. pure vanilla extract
1/3 cup sugar
1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon
1/4 tsp. ground ginger

1 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese,
softened
1 stick butter, softened
2 cups powdered sugar
1 tsp. vanilla
1 pkg. chocolate chips
Whipped topping

Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Rhubarb Cobbler
4 to 5 cups diced rhubarb
1-3/4 cups sugar, divided
1/8 tsp. plus pinch salt,
divided
1 cup flour
1 tsp. baking powder

1/2 cup butter
1/2 cup milk
1 T. cornstarch
Pinch of salt
1 cup boiling water

Spread rhubarb in a 9x13-inch glass pan. Combine 1/2
cup sugar, 1/8 tsp. salt, flour, baking powder, butter and
milk. Place over rhubarb. Mix together remaining sugar,
cornstarch and pinch of salt. Sprinkle mixture over batter.
Pour boiling water over all. Bake at 375°F. for 1 hour.
Darlene Meyer, Florence

Lightly spray a 9x13-inch pan with cooking spray. Put
coconut and nuts in bottom of pan. Mix cake mix according
to package directions. Spread batter over nuts and coconut.
In a bowl, mix cream cheese, butter, vanilla and powdered
sugar until fluffy. Spread over batter. Sprinkle with chocolate
chips. Bake at 350°F. for 50 minutes. Cool. Serve with Cool
Whip. When this comes out of the oven, it looks like it has
exploded (it does not actually explode, so it won’t mess up
your oven!). That’s why it’s called an Earthquake Cake. The
cream cheese mixture sinks and the nuts and coconut rise.

Beat pudding with milk for 1 minute; let set 5 minutes.
Fold in Cool Whip and cookies. Spoon into crust; freeze.

Rowena Wipf, Doland

Debbie Hinman, Carter

Cookies and Cream Pie
1 pkg. white chocolate pudding
1-1/2 cups milk
8 oz. Cool Whip

1 cup chopped regular or
Mint Oreos
1 graham cracker crust

Please send
your favorite
dessert, salad
and garden
produce
recipes to your
local electric
cooperative
(address found
on Page 3).
Each recipe
printed will
be entered
into a drawing for a prize
in December
2016. All
entries must
include your
name, mailing
address, telephone number
and cooperative name.
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Board

News

May Board Meeting Highlights
The May board meeting was held on
Monday, May 23, at 8 a.m. All board
members were present. Others present were CEO DeeAnne Newville and
staff members Lenae Wordes and Dan
Kramin.

• RS Fiber passthrough loan
• CFC Integrity
Fund contribution
• Allocation of
2015 capital
credits

The following items were reviewed and
approved by the board:
• Minutes of the April board meeting
• Director Compensation – increased
committee meetings and other meetings from $125/meeting to $160/
meeting, regular monthly meetings
and special meetings to stay the same
• Operating and disbursement reports
for the month of April
• Safety report for May
• Revision to Schedule A – Standard
Pricing Guide
• Removed Policy 533 – Travel Pay
• Minnwest Bank resolution

NOTICE:
The June board meeting
will be held on Monday, June
27, at 8 a.m. The July board
meeting will be held on
Monday, July 25 at 8 a.m.

The board reviewed:
• List of new members and capital
credits transferred
• Reports from staff members as to
the activities in their department.
Items in the reports include:
– High level Statement of Operations review YTD through April
2016 (unaudited)
– Organization activities
– East River update
– NRECA update

– MREA update
– Line crew work in progress and
pending work
– Accounts receivable
– Basin Tour
– Scholar of the Month banquet
– Member Education Committee
– Strategic Planning Session
Upcoming meetings were discussed.
Please contact the Renville-Sibley office if you would like more information
regarding the board meeting.

Outage Report affecting 10 members or more

System
Map
Substation
locations are
marked by
yellow stars.
Date:
Time off:
Time on:
Substation:
Cause:

Renville-Sibley Co-op
Power Association

Emmet

Crooks

Kingman

Troy
Henryville

Please contact Renville-Sibley’s
office for more details about
these power outages.

5-3-16
Honner
9 a.m.
Birch
9:58 a.m.
Cooley
Birch Cooley
Scheduled outage to convert overhead to underground
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Cairo

Use small electric pans, toaster ovens or
convection ovens for small meals
rather than your stove
or oven. A toaster or
convection oven uses
one-third to one-half
as much energy as a
full-sized oven.
Source: Energy.gov

Co-op

News

Renville-Sibley Members Have
Minnesota’s
Extreme Heat Law Auto Pay and Budget Billing Option
Minnesota Statute 216B.0975 requires that, “a utility may not involuntarily
disconnect residential services in affected
counties when an excessive heat watch,
heat advisory, or excessive heat warning
is in effect and has been issued by the
National Weather Service.”
Renville-Sibley will continue to make
efforts to stall involuntary disconnection of our members’ electric service for
non-payment and will continue to provide
our members with past-due accounts the
opportunity to work out a feasible payment
schedule. However, in order to construct
a payment plan, members must contact
Renville-Sibley ahead of time to make payment arrangements.
Renville-Sibley does not want to interrupt service to any member at any time, but
in a cooperative, all members are affected
by those whose electric bills remain unpaid.
To ensure fair and equitable rates for all our
members, members with past-due accounts
who neglect to contact the office to make
mutually agreed upon payment arrangements, or members who fail to meet agreed
upon payment arrangements, will have
their electric service disconnected once the
excessive heat watch, advisory or warning
has expired.

Renville-Sibley members have a
variety of options available to pay
their monthly electric bill. Located on
Renville-Sibley’s website www.renvillesibley.coop is the Bill4U option. After
creating a user name and password,
members have the ability to pay their
electric bill with a credit card or from a
checking or savings account. This can
be set-up to be taken automatically each
month or by logging in each month to
make the payment. Once logged in to
Bill4U, members also have the ability
to see their daily energy usage, compare
their current usage to the same time
last year or view usage over a specific
time frame. Members can also view past
electric statements or select to receive an
email notification when the statements
are available instead of receiving a paper
bill. Please call the office if you have any
questions on Bill4U.
Also available to the membership
is budget billing. Members on budget
billing pay the budget amount, which is

the average bill calculated over the past
12 months. Budget billing is great for
members who experience a higher electric bill during the winter months and
want to level their payments throughout
the year. All accounts in the budget
payment plan must be paid in full each
year with the July 3 payment. The new
budget amount begins with the next bill.
Should the budget account show a credit
balance, the cooperative will credit the
account of the member that month.
Anyone interested in budget billing
should contact the office to determine
what their monthly budget amount
would be and to get signed up for the
program.

For energy assistance,
please contact:
Renville County Energy Assistance
320-523-5522 (Olivia)
Minnesota Valley Action Council
800-767-7139 (Mankato) or
507-237-2981 (Gaylord)
Heartland Community Action
320-235-0850 (Willmar)
Western Community Action
800-658-2480 (Jackson) or
800-658-2448 (Marshall)
Prairie Five Community Action Council
320-269-6578 (Montevideo)
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On the Trail, Time Slows Down and

History Comes Alive
F

When Cowan and his wife, Loretta, started
participating in wagon trains about 10 years ago, it
took him a bit to recall all the steps involved in relying on horsepower.
“The skills I had learned as a boy took a while to
remember,”said Cowan.
But those skills came back as did the realization
that when on the ride, one is focused on the task at
hand – caring for the horses, looking for obstacles
and moving toward one’s destination at a speed that
allows one to really observe and enjoy the surroundings.
For the Cowans, who are no strangers to rodeo
and western life (Willie himself was a state high
school saddle bronc champion in the mid-1950s),
the wagon trains are a family affair. Their children
and grandchildren also participate, either with one
of the family’s various wagons or as outriders with
the train.

PHotos by Colleen McCurrin

By
Brenda
Kleinjan

or a few days each summer, participants in
area wagon trains slow it down a notch as they roll
across the prairie, often times retracing portions of
the state’s history.
Large wagon trains have been organized for the
past several years, one in 2014 commemorated
South Dakota’s 125th year of statehood, tracing a route from the former Territorial Capitol of
Yankton, S.D., to the State Capitol in Pierre, S.D.,
during a 17-day ride.
Others have wound through the state connecting
communities via horse- and oxen-drawn conveyances.
“It’s our heritage; if we don’t pass it on down,
it will get lost,” said Willie Cowan of Pierre who
has participated in several wagon trains and is an
organizer of the upcoming one-day event planned
for the Dakota Western Heritage Festival Sept. 16
in Fort Pierre.
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“The most enjoyable part is the kids and observing what they get out of the experience,” said
Willie.
As one rolls along the prairie behind the team of
horses, Cowan says one ponders things.
“The first thing you wonder is how they got
across the prairies with water.
They had to follow creeks
and rivers,” noted Cowan.
“It gives you a greater
appreciation for what those
people went through,” said
Loretta.
Willie says he has nothing
to prove with his wagons and
favors modern improvements over authenticity on
his wagons.
“The ride on our big wagon is like a Cadillac,
not bone jarring,” said Willie. Nylon ropes rather
than leather are less likely to break and cause problems, rubber tires smooth out the ride compared to
the jarring of wooden wheels.
For the Cowans’ daughter, Colleen McCurrin,
the entire process of the wagon train builds a better
understanding of western history.
“It’s part of the heritage; it’s how we got here.
The people who settled the area arrived in wagons
of many shapes and doctor buggies – everyone
hitched up a team to do their jobs,” said McCurrin.
The variety of wagons that show up for a wagon
train ride bring that heritage to life, and help participants envision days gone by.
For Loretta, the wagon trains helped realize a

life-long dream.
“It was always a dream of mine to stand in the
wagon ruts of the freight trains that ran from Fort
Pierre to Deadwood,” said Loretta. In the Fort
Pierre to Deadwood ride a few years back, she
achieved that dream.
Her daughter is quick to
expand on the comment.
“It’s a tangible thing – you
can touch the history,” said
Colleen.
And one connects.
“It takes a bit to getting
away from needing to get
from point A to point B in
three hours; on the rides, you might have 10 days,”
said McCurrin. “You have to gear down and change
mentality.”
The Cowans note that another feature of wagon
trains is the camaraderie amongst the participants.
“Everyone helps everybody. If your outfit breaks
down, they’re all there to help,” said Willie.
In 2015, the Dakota Western Heritage Festival
took participants through a buffalo farm near Fort
Pierre and over to the Scotty Phillips Cemetery,
named for the Scottish-born rancher and state
politician who is credited as “the man who saved
the buffalo.”
The 2016 train will take a different trek exploring history to the southwest of town.
The public is welcomed to attend the Dakota
Western Heritage Festival. There are limited opportunities for individuals to ride with a wagon.

“It’s a tangible thing –
you can touch the
history.”

Above: The Fort
Pierre Livestock cattle
yard is visible in the
background of this
photo taken during
the wagon train at the
Dakota Western Heritage Festival. Opposite
page: Willie Cowan of
Pierre drives a wagon
in a train in western
South Dakota. Cover:
A wagon and outriders
make a crossing of a
waterway during a
wagon train in western South Dakota.
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Co-op

News

Where Is the Number?

Community Events

Many local communities are busy planning upcoming events.
To find out more about these activities, please check out the
following sites:

Last month, Renville-Sibley member Harl Burdick
did not find his number in the newsletter. The
credit will increase by $10 to a value of $20. A
new number has been hidden somewhere in
this newsletter.
If you find your number and call the office
by July 1, you will receive this credit on your
electric statement. Good luck in your search!

Redwood County: www.co.redwood.mn.us/links.htm
Renville County: www.renville.com
Sibley County: www.co.sibley.mn.us/things_to_do

Comparative Report
Current
Apr. 2016

1 Year Ago
Apr. 2015

10 Years Ago
Apr. 2006

1,887

1,894

1,956

Kilowatt Hours Purchased

16,355,018

7,711,321

9,909,755

Cost of Purchased Power

$938,699.46

$423,808.26

$243,377.53

Number of Consumers

Renville-Sibley
Co-op will be
CLOSED
July 4 in
observance of
Independence
Day.

Want Ads

FREE Want Ad Service
Offered to Members
Members can submit ads for the following categories: Giveaway, For
Sale, For Rent and Wanted. Ads are limited to no more than 15 words
and must be received by the first of the month to be included in the
following month’s newsletter. Renville-Sibley reserves the right to edit
content or exclude ads due to space restrictions. Ads will be run one time
only unless resubmitted.

Please complete the following information and mail to:
Renville-Sibley Cooperative Power, PO Box 68, Danube, MN 56230
Name: _______________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Phone number: _________________________________________
Ad to be placed (limit of 15 words per ad):
________ _________ _________ ________ _________
________ _________

_________ ________ _________

________ _________ _________ ________ _________
Type of ad:

r Giveaway

r For Sale
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r For Rent

r Wanted

Thank You…
Shawn and the crew would like to thank Shirley Brosik for
lunch. It was much appreciated!
The crew did a great job taking out poles (1948) and burying
power lines into my yard. Thanks!
Dorothea Paul
Thank you, thank you for this wonderful prize ($25 prize
certificate) and the great meeting and delicious meal. You are a
super group.
Gene and Delores Swoboda

Wanted
Giveaway For Sale

Wanted

For Sale

aw
Give

ay

For Sale: Cub Cadet 129 hydro 50” deck, mows great. Cub
Cadet 100 42” deck, choice $1,000.
Randy Mertz, Olivia, MN, 320-522-0076

Capital

Credits

Uncashed Capital Credit Checks You Get the Credit
Listed below are Renville-Sibley members who were mailed a capital credit check
in the past and have either not cashed the check or the check was returned to our
office due to an old address. If you know of a correct address or telephone number
for these members, or if your name is listed due to an uncashed check, please contact
Renville-Sibley Co-op Power.

Alarcon, Jose
Baker, Jim
Baune, Michael
Beager, Todd
Bitker, Janet
Borth, Reuben
Bray, Edith
Brelje, Jerry
Burdick, Donald
Carlson, Dusthan
Carnes, Willard
Chapman, Brent
Columbus, Clyde
Corder, Paul
Culbertson, Janet M
Cunningham, Molly
Davis, Robert
Declercq, Dennis
Declercq, James
Degrote, Lowell
Dugan, Marilyn
Duis, Bonnie
Eckland, Steve
Edwards, John
Elsing, Dan
Elsing, Tracy
English, Sandy
Evans Jr, Leamon
Evridge, Charles
Fischer, Gerald
Gabrielson, Gary
Haase, Mrs. Linda
Hamre, Julian
Hanson Bros
Hanson, Denise
Hanson, Erland
Hanson, Lori
Heimerman, James

Helmuth Jr, William
Helmuth Sr, William
Hillmann, Todd
Holstad, James
Hunter, Chad
Jaeger, Mike
Jansen, Maureen
Jensen, Deryl
Jensen, Doris M
Johnson Wesley M
Johnson, Dennis
Johnston, Michael L.
Jones Darlene
Jones, Larry
Keiper, Dewayne
Klinger, Ronald E.
Kohler, Darwin
Kordovsky, Dan
Kortz, Audrey
Kramer, Rick
Leenerts, Vernon
Libor, Arthur
Lothert, Tad
Lucht, Harlan
Mallon, Mike
Martin, Jerry
Marxen, Bill
Maurer, Corky
Mccarthy, Michael
Meier Alvin
Meyer, Martha
Milroy, Sally
Morarie, Mark
Morawitz, Kathy
Mulligan, Ron
Mulligan, Tom
Nesburg, David
Nichols, Charles

Olivas, Jose
Olson, Allen
Onstad, Kyle
Peterson, Tom
Pomeroy, Randy
Prechel, Kim (Pudlo)
Raddatz, Elvira
Raddatz, Marjorie
Raske, Rebecca
Reid, Mary
Renville, Renee

Ann
Schmidt, Jeffrey M.
Schnitzler, Bob
Schonert, Jim
Schultz, Lee
Schweikert, Kathy
Schweiss Farm Inc
Smith, Kory
Stark, Wayne and
Linda
Swanson, Jim

Rocha, Jorge
Roebke, Alan
Rood, Dan
Ruter, Ed
Salinas Jr, Erasto
Sanchez, Tracy
Sanders, James
Schickert, Diane
Schmidt, Charles and

Swenson, Bryan
Thorne, James
Thune, Lorelyn
Simonsen
Whiteley, James J
Willing, Stephen R.
Wold, Dennis
Wood, Roger
Woodruff, Bill
Wurzburger, Harv
Young, Robert

Mission Statement:
Renville-Sibley Cooperative Power
Association will provide efficient,
reliable electric energy and services
to enhance the quality of rural living.

Renville-Sibley Co-op
Power Association

Electric cooperatives aren’t like other
utilities. You, as a consumer and a member,
own a portion of the cooperative. One benefit
of ownership involves the allocation of excess
revenue, called margins, in the form of
capital credits.
Electric co-ops operate at cost, collecting
enough revenue to cover expenses and generate margins to meet mortgage covenants.
Renville-Sibley’s margins are allocated back
to you and other members as a capital credit
allocation. This allocation is based on the
amount of electricity each member consumed
during the year. The 2015 allocation information will be located on your June bill. Past
members who consumed energy in 2015 and
no longer have an active service with us will
receive their notice in the mail.
Please remember, this allocation is not
payable now and does not represent
cash, but rather your equity in the
cooperative. You may not
apply this amount to your
electric bill.
When the co-op financial
condition permits, the co-op
retires, or pays, the capital
credits to members in cash.
Currently, Renville-Sibley’s goal
is to pay back 5 percent of the co-op
capital credit balance each year to emulate
approximately a 20-year rotation schedule.
G&T capital credits are retired to the membership when the G&Ts retire to Renville-Sibley.
Allocating and retiring excess revenue
to members helps distinguish the difference
between cooperatives and other utilities.
Renville-Sibley is proud to support our
communities by putting money back into the
local economy and into the pockets of those
we serve. The best way to ensure you receive
this allocation when it is retired is to keep
your mailing address up-to-date with the
cooperative.
A common question regarding the allocation and retirement of capital credits is
if this amount should be reported to the IRS.
Renville-Sibley recommends members visit
with their tax advisor on this matter.
COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS • July 2016 11

Innovation
Could Put Coal Use in
a Whole New Light

S

ince coal generated more than half the

By
Paul Wesslund

nation’s electricity as recently as 10 years ago, that
share has fallen to one-third as of last year. The
decline of coal generation will continue as new
environmental rules are set in place and prices for
natural gas remain relatively low.
So it’s curtains for coal, right? Not so fast.
The Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean
Power Plan still calls for more than one-fifth of our
electricity to come from coal by its 2030 target date.
Even President Obama’s Energy Secretary sees a
future for coal.
“We are talking about a progressively lowercarbon future, but we have not abandoned coal
as part of that future,” Secretary Ernest Moniz
told the Lexington (Kentucky) Herald-Leader in
April. “Coal can play a major role in a low-carbon
economy.”
A role for coal is important, says Daniel Walsh,
senior program manager for generation, environment and carbon at the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association (NRECA). Citing the huge
coal supply in the U.S., Walsh sees coal as a key
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to energy security. “We need to use this valuable
resource we have in this country.”
Achieving that brighter future for coal could depend on huge improvements to a technology called
carbon capture.
Carbon capture seeks to solve a top environmental complaint about coal, which is that burning it
releases carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas that has
been linked to climate change. Grabbing the carbon
dioxide before it leaves the power plant would keep
it out of the atmosphere.
Carbon capture is still a developing technology,
with 15 test plants in the world and seven more
coming online by 2017, according to an international industry group. One of the main holdups to
that development is that the technology is expensive
to build and operate. Really expensive.
Running carbon capture equipment at a power
plant uses about one-third of the electricity produced by that power plant.
As daunting and inefficient as that sounds,
Moniz cites $6 billion spent on carbon capture research by the Department of Energy as proof of his

optimism. NRECA’s Walsh believes in the power of
researchers to make carbon capture costs competitive.
“We will continue to see innovation,” says
Walsh. “We’re going to be successful.”
One reason for that sunny outlook comes from a
35-year trend of finding cleaner and more efficient
ways to burn coal. Since 1970, electric utilities in
the U.S. have reduced pollution regulated by the
federal Clean Air Act by more than 60 percent.
Techniques have ranged from washing coal with
water, to burning it at lower temperatures to release
less harmful chemicals, to large and expensive flue
gas desulfurization equipment, also called scrubbers.
Over the decades, those technologies improved,
says Kirk Johnson, NRECA senior vice president
for government relations. He says those improvements can be a model for carbon capture.
“We didn’t start out with scrubbers that achieved
a better-than 90 percent reduction in sulfur dioxide
removal, but we ultimately got there,” says Johnson.
“The future has got to be in continued research.”
Electric co-ops launched a drive to that success
with the April ground breaking for the Integrated
Test Center in Wyoming. Operation is scheduled
for summer 2017. The state of Wyoming is funding
$15 million of the center, which will be built at the
site of the existing Dry Fork Station, a coal plant
owned by Basin Electric Cooperative, a regional
co-op based in North Dakota. Another $5 million
of support will come from another regional co-op,
Denver-based Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, and $1 million from NRECA.
The test center aims to advance carbon capture
research by focusing on a looming question about
the technology – once you capture the carbon dioxide, what do you do with it? The test center focus
will be on a new area of carbon capture work that is
even changing the name of the technology.
For years the process has been referred to as CCS
– for Carbon Capture and Storage (or Sequestration). Geologists looked for underground formations where the carbon dioxide could be stored
safely and permanently. An evolving terminology
refers to CCU, for Carbon Capture and Utilization,
or CCR, for Carbon Capture and Recycling.
The idea is that one way to make carbon capture
more cost-effective would be to find commercial or
other uses for the carbon dioxide that produces a
better return on investment than burying it underground. Researchers at the test center will be able
to use carbon dioxide from the Dry Fork Station to
run tests. Among the first researchers, the test center
will host teams competing for part of $20 million

in XPRIZEs on ways to use carbon dioxide (CO2)
at power plants. The XPRIZE Foundation supports
innovation in several areas, and its recent call for
entries reads, “Do you have what it takes to turn
CO2 emissions into valuable products?”

CAPTURING CARBON
Researchers around the world are studying ways to
capture carbon from coal-fired power plants to keep the
greenhouse gas from entering the atmosphere. There are
15 test plants around the world that remove flue gas to test
the technology for removing the greenhouse gas.

There’s reason to believe that lofty challenge
might succeed at the test center, says NRECA Communications Manager John Pulley. He describes
the plans as bringing researchers in to develop their
ideas in the “real-world” setting of a power plant.
“Once you have a facility like this in place that
will allow people to test their great ideas, the sky’s
the limit,” he says. “People might look at coal in an
entirely new light.”
Paul Wesslund writes on cooperative issues for the
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association,
the Arlington, Va.-based service arm of the nation’s
900-plus consumer-owned, not-for-profit electric
cooperatives.
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Electrifying Ways

to Help Kids be Smart Energy Users

D

By Justin LaBerge

iD you turn off the lights in your room?”
“We’re not paying to heat the whole neighborhood!”
“Save some hot water for the rest of us!”
Across America, parents utter these phrases to
their children countless times each day. Despite
their best efforts, it can be tough to help kids understand the importance of saving energy – and to
put that knowledge into action.
Few people have more experience talking about
energy efficiency than the communication professionals who work at America’s electric cooperatives.
So we asked them how they persuade the toughest
audience they face every day: their kids.
Here are a few of their tips.

Deputize an “energy enforcer”
Several parents recommended deputizing children to investigate wasteful energy practices.
When her children were young, Heidi Smith
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of Tideland Electric Membership Corporation in
North Carolina let them take turns playing the role
of energy deputy.
Each week, the appointed child was given a
badge and empowered to seek out energy waste and
hold the offending party accountable.
“My youngest son took it so seriously that he
once cracked open the bathroom door and reached
in to turn off the light on his dad after he decided
daddy had been in there long enough,” Smith said.
“All five of my children are now grown, but they
continue to practice energy efficiency in their own
lives.”
Diana Hersch of Hancock-Wood Electric Cooperative in Ohio offered a slightly different twist on
the same idea. She suggests offering your little energy deputies a bounty for finding leaks, drafts and
other wasteful energy practices around the house.
Their progress can be tracked with stickers on a
calendar and when the kids reach their goal, they

can be rewarded with a sheriff ’s badge or another
small toy of their choice.

Penalty stroke
In addition to teaching her patience and discipline, the rounds of golf Jim Nimmo plays with
his 11-year-old-daughter have turned into valuable
lessons in energy conservation.
Nimmo, of Farmers Electric Cooperative in
Texas, has started adding a penalty stroke to his
daughter’s score for each time he’s had to turn off
her bedroom light and fan since their last round.
“It gives new meaning to the term penalty
stroke,” Nimmo said. “We don’t have much of a
problem anymore.” No word on whether his daughter is allowed to return the favor.
The invisible hand
If your child’s hand never seems to find its way
to the light switch, perhaps the invisible hand of the
free market can help them out.
Katie Kothmann Haby of Medina Electric Cooperative in Texas said her dad used to fine her 25
cents for every light bulb she and her siblings left on
in their rooms. For her ceiling fan with four bulbs,
that was a costly mistake.
“It taught us that electricity really did cost
money since we had to pay when we didn’t conserve
it,” Haby said. Though her daughter is only 2 years
old, Haby says she plans to use the same approach
when she’s older.
Game Theory
Other creative strategies to inspire kids to do
their chores and keep peace in the home can be
found in The Game Theorist’s Guide to Parenting.
The recently published book, written by Paul Raeburn and Kevin Zollman, shows how Game Theory
can be applied to many of daily transactions of
parenting, such as sharing, dividing, collaborating
and compromising.
No matter what the approach, talking to kids
about energy use is sure to pay dividends. They
might not always follow through, but they’ll be
learning important lessons about the value of energy
and the importance of conservation that can last a
lifetime.
Justin LaBerge writes on consumer and cooperative
affairs for the National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association, the Arlington, Va.-based service arm of
the nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, not-for-profit
electric cooperatives.
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Regional Dateline
June 26-September 4
Sunday Services at Oahe
Chapel, 8 a.m. CDT, Pierre, SD
605-773-3458

July 1-3
Wahpeton Oyate 149th Annual
Wacipi, Agency Village, SD
605-698-8217
July 1-4
97th Annual Black Hills Roundup, Belle Fourche, SD
605-723-2010
July 4
Street Bandits Car Show
City Park, Gregory, SD
605-654-2017
July 7
Naja Shrine Circus
Fairgrounds, 6 p.m.
Faith, SD, 605-342-3402
July 7-10
Hot Harley Nights
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-334-2721
July 8
Naja Shrine Circus
Fairgrounds, 6 p.m.
Hettinger, ND, 605-342-3402
July 8-10
Badlands Astronomy Festival
Interior, SD, 605-433-5243
July 8-10, 15-17, 22-24
Laura Ingalls Wilder Pageant
De Smet, SD, 800-776-3594
or 800-880-3383

June 24-25
South Dakota Senior Games
Mitchell, SD, Barb Pierkowski
at 605-995-8048
Photo CoURtESY oF hoWARD BICh

July 1-3
Supermoto, Sturgis, SD
605-720-0800

Events of Special Note

July 22-24
Catfish Derby Days,
Franklin, MN, 507-557-2259
www.franklinmn.us/catfish_
days.htm

To have your event listed on this page, send complete information, including date, event, place and contact to your local electric cooperative.
Include your name, address and daytime telephone number. Information must be submitted at least eight weeks prior to your event.
Please call ahead to confirm date, time and location of event.

July 9
Naja Shrine Circus, Rodeo
Grounds, 2 and 7 p.m.
Deadwood, SD, 605-342-3402
July 9
Dare to Dream Conference
Convention Center
Watertown, SD, 605-361-3171
www.sdparent.org
July 10
Naja Shrine Circus, Rodeo
Grounds, 2 p.m., Philip, SD
605-342-3402
July 12-17
Corn Palace Stampede Rodeo
Mitchell, SD, 605-770-4919
July 12-17
Deadwood Three Wheeler
Rally/Brothers of the Third
Wheel National Trike-In
Deadwood, SD, 605-717-7174
July 14-16
JazzFest, Sioux Falls, SD
605-335-6101

July 14-16
Black Hills Corvette Classic
Spearfish, SD, 605-759-4530

July 22-23
Storybook Land Festival
Aberdeen, SD, 605-626-7015

July 15-17
Stampede Rodeo, Burke, SD
605-830-0304

July 29-31
25th Annual Honey Days
Bruce, SD, 605-627-5671

July 15-17
Horse and Buggy Days
Sisseton, SD, 605-698-7261
sissetonchamber@
venturecomm.net

July 30
RSVP Outdoor Vendor and
Craft Show, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
In conjunction with Crazy Days
Mitchell, SD, 605-995-8440

July 16-17
39th Annual Festival in the
Park, Spearfish, SD
605-642-7973

July 30
Black Hills Music & Food
Festival, Rapid City, SD
605-645-1880

July 22-23
South Dakota Senior Games
Brookings, SD, Traci Saugstad
at 605-692-4492

August 5-6
South Dakota Senior Games
Yankton, SD, Kristi Hauer
at 605-665-4685 or Tracy
Grotenhuis at 605-668-5238

July 22-23
2016 Rock-N-Rumble
Motorcycle Rally, Yankton, SD
605-665-3636

August 14
Czech Heritage Festival
Bechyn, MN, 320-522-1218
www.bechynczechfest.org

