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Operations

Update

Summer A Busy Time for Crews
Crews began 2017 by
completing many of our
planned maintenance projects
ahead of schedule. Our maintenance routine involves our
facility, fleet and lines and includes inspections and repair
or replacement of defective
items. Overhead portions
of the system are inspected
and repaired if needed. Mild
weather was welcomed by the
Daniel Kramin,
crews
and allowed additional
Operations Manager
work
to
get done, including
dkramin@renville-sibley.coop
more tree trimming and brush
removal than expected. We
like to do our maintenance during times of the year when the
weather is unsuitable for construction, therefore before the frost
comes out is a busy time for us.
Early spring is also the time of the year we use for planning and preparing our construction work schedule. The good
weather allowed us to start the 2017 construction season early.
We have much to do this year, so we will plan to keep working on construction projects whenever we can, hopefully until
freeze up.
We have several site-specific projects planned for changes to
our main system. These types of projects replace aged facilities,
increase capacity or add new lines. We categorize these projects
by which substation area they are in.

Cairo Substation Area:
We are completing a 1.5-mile project southwest of Gibbon
that will increase the capacity in this area and make the eastern
loop of the Cairo Substation more reliable. We have seen steady
load growth in the eastern part of the Cairo Substation area in
recent years and a full capacity loop between the two east feeders
will give us switching options in the future.

Emmet Substation Area:
This year we will complete a three-part project that will tie
our Emmet Substation to our Crooks Substation. This project
will include a two-mile underground installation adjacent to
Renville County Road 11 north of Renville.

Safety:
If there was a safety theme for this year, it would be
“LOOK UP!”
2016 saw an increase in public power line contacts across
the country. Many of these contacts occurred when farm
equipment was unfolded under an overhead line. Large
machinery or spray booms are often unfolded on the field approach just off the road. In more than one instance last year,
a sprayer was pulled into the field at a slight angle on the field
approach. When the booms unfolded, one side contacted the
power line that was overhead near the edge of the field. Some
of these contacts resulted in fatalities to the operator or others
coming to assist.
Make sure to look for overhead lines when unfolding
booms, raising augers or moving equipment. Allow 10 feet of
clearance for the booms to completely unfold.

Henryville Substation Area:
We will be involved with the Renville County Road #4
re-grade project south of Olivia this summer. Additional rightof-way has been acquired by the County, and we will need to
move our existing lines farther away from the road. Much of
the material and equipment along this four-mile project will be
re-used. This will include from U.S. Highway #71 to the east
for four miles.
We will also start a project that will eventually tie our Henryville Substation to our Honner Substation. When completed,
this project will allow contingency between the two substations
during emergencies. We expect this to be a three-year project.
Much of the work this year will be in the area just north of
North Redwood.
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Other Projects:
We are also planning additional non-site specific projects in
each of our substation areas, including the continuation of our
overhead to underground tap conversion project. We are about
half finished with this undertaking and will plan to convert
around 90 farm sites to underground in 2017. Any member
can request to have underground cable installed. Locations not
scheduled for conversion in 2017 can be done, but there will
be a charge associated with the installation.
We expect to finish the GIS data collection project by
early fall. This project was begun late last year and records the
GPS location of all our poles, meters and transformers. This
information is then converted to maps that can be printed out
or delivered to iPads in the trucks. We expect that we will see
more and more digital technology in the trucks in the future.
If you have a project planned for 2017 and need changes or
additions to your electrical service or if you are planning a new
service, be sure to let us know as soon as possible. Some of the
equipment and materials we need to do upgrades or install new
services are not inventoried by the cooperative and may have
lead times approaching three months.

What to do if equipment hits the line:
If contact is made and part of the equipment hits the line,
STAY IN THE VEHICLE IF POSSIBLE.
If you can, try to clear it by folding it back down. That may
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Call BEFORE You Dig

8-1-1

Renville-Sibley members have a variety of options available to pay their monthly
electric bill. Located on Renville-Sibley’s website www.renville-sibley.coop is the
SmartHub and PayNow option. The difference between these two options is the
SmartHub application requires a username and password and will give more account
information such as billing and payment history, the ability to manage the contact
information, set-up account notifications along with the option to make a payment
or set-up auto pay. The PayNow option can be accessed by entering the account
number and last name. The only option available on this site is to make a payment
on the account.
Along with the traditional payment method of mailing or dropping off a check,
Renville-Sibley offers an automated pay-by-phone option which is available in both
English and Spanish. Members can call 844-244-1498 to make a payment on the
account, update phone numbers or update bank draft information.
Also available to the membership is budget billing. Members on budget billing
pay the budget amount, which is the average bill calculated over the past 12 months,
factoring in any rate increases for the next year, if applicable. Budget billing is great
for members who experience a higher electric bill during the winter months and want
to level their payments throughout the year. All accounts in the budget payment plan
must be paid in full each year with the July 3 payment. The new budget amount
begins with the next bill.
Anyone interested in budget billing should contact the office to determine what
their monthly budget amount will be and to get signed up for the program.

Operations Report, Continued from Page 2
not work, as the boom may weld itself to the line. If that happens, try to drive away
from the line. Do not worry about damage to the line or equipment, try to get your
machine clear of the contact if possible. A broken pole or torn down conductor can
be fixed later. A tangled boom will need repair anyway.
If driving away is not possible, remain in the vehicle until help arrives. Because of
electrical noise, it may be difficult or impossible to make a cell phone call. If someone does approach to help, caution them to stay clear of any conductive metal parts.
If you cannot drive away or clear the equipment from the line:
Often there is no indication that the vehicle has become energized. You will not
hear or see or smell anything abnormal. However, there is a possibility that the line
will start to arc, sparks may occur and tires may start to melt or burn. If it becomes
unsafe to remain in the vehicle, exit the vehicle in such a way as to not contact the
equipment and the ground at the same time. Climbing down the steps of a tractor
and placing your foot on the ground while holding the railings can result in electrocution. If you absolutely must exit the
machine, JUMP!
Try to jump clear of any conductive
parts and then roll or shuffle your feet
until you are clear of the area.
Take a few minutes to talk about power
line safety with others working with you.
Make sure all of the operators of folding
equipment know what to do if there is
a contact and remind them to “LOOK
UP!”
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Safety

Tips

Electrical Safety Tips
for the 4th of July
It’s finally summer and in just a few days, the biggest holiday
of the season arrives: the 4th of July! As you prepare for backyard BBQs and poolside fun,
there are some important things
to remember to make sure it’s a
safe holiday.
Whether you are hosting or
heading over to a neighbor’s or
relative’s house to celebrate, we
have a few safety tips to share with you so that your friends
and family enjoy your time together and avoid accidents:

Summer Holiday Poolside Electrical Safety Tips:
Spending time in and around the pool is a big part of summer and celebration during the warmest months of the year.
Regardless of whether you are hosting a get-together at your
home or someone else’s, make sure the chances for accidents
are minimal by following these simple safety steps:
• Never run electrical cords over or alongside the pool.
Water and electricity don’t mix!
• If you are decorating the backyard, string party lights
a minimum of three feet away from the pool or any water
source.
• Store and activate fireworks as far away from the pool as
possible.
• Never use a floatation device to support an electrical appliance (fan, etc.).
• Never cross the pool exit or towel storage area with electrical wires.
• Always use safety caps on electrical outlets near water.
• When possible, use GFCI outlets to protect yourself and
your electrical appliances outdoors.
Electrical Power Line Safety Tips:
Power lines run through neighborhoods and can even pass
through overgrown trees. They’re often the most dangerous
when you don’t even notice they’re there because you either see
them all of the time or they are covered by tree canopies. Stay
mindful and remember these safety tips when you’re spending
time in the backyard or outdoor neighborhoods:
• Never let kids (or adults for that matter) climb trees that
are near power lines.
• Make sure your trees are trimmed and out of the way of
power lines running through your yard or near your home.
• Never attempt to touch a downed power line. If there is
one in your yard, call your local electric cooperative immediately. There can still be current running through the line and
an active line is highly dangerous.
Source: www.allstarelectrical.com
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Beatthe
theExtreme Heat
Beat
Extreme Heat

During periods of extreme heat, hot weather mixed
with
outdoor activities can lead to dangerous situations.
During periods of extreme heat, hot weather mixed with
outdoor activities
leadCDC,
to dangerous
situations.
Accord
According
tocan
the
people
can
suffer heat-related illness when
ing to the CDC, people can suffer heat-related illness when
their bodies
are unable
to properly to
coolproperly
themselves. During
their
bodies
are unable
cool themselves. During extreme
extreme heat, follow these guidelines to protect yourself
heat,
follow
these guidelines to protect yourself and your loved ones.
and your
loved ones.
HEAT
ALERT

Stay Informed: Check local news for
extreme heat alerts.

Stay informed: Check local news
for extreme heat alerts.

Stay Cool: If you do not have access to an air-conditioned space, visit a shopping mall or public library
for a few hours. Call your local health department to
locate heat-relief shelters in your area.

Stay cool: If you do not have access
to an air-conditioned space, visit a shopping mall or public library for a few hours.
Call your local health department to
locate heat-relief shelters in your area.

Stay Hydrated: Drink (nonalcoholic) fluids regularly,
regardless of your activity level. Wear lightweight,
light-colored, loose-fitting clothing.

Stay hydrated: Drink (nonalcoholic)
fluids regularly, regardless of your activity
level. Wear lightweight, light-colored,
loose-fitting clothing.

Don’t
leave
anyone
(or
Don’t
leave
anyone
in a closed,
parked vehicle

parked vehicle.

pets) in a closed,

Do check on elderly friends

Do check on elderly friends
and neighbors.

and neighbors.

Heat Stress:
Heat
Stress: Who’s at Risk?

Who’s
AtageRisk?
Adults
over the
of 65, children under the age of 4,
individuals with chronic medical conditions such as heart
disease and those without access to air conditioning.
Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Kidsʼ Corner Safety Poster
“Never use a fork to get your toast out of the toaster.”

Atoya Howey, 9 years old

Atoya is the daughter of Valerie Howey, Hill City, S.D. She
is a member of Black Hills Electric Cooperative, Custer, S.D.
Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local electric
cooperative (address found on Page 3). If your poster is published, youʼll
receive a prize. All entries must include your name, age, mailing address and
the names of your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.

Reader

Recipes

Delectable
Desserts
S’mores Pie

Easy Cake Dessert
1 spice cake mix
1 can apple pie filling
3 eggs

6 T. sugar
2 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 cup chopped nuts

Combine spice cake mix, apple pie filling and eggs.
Pour half the batter into a 9x13-inch greased pan. Mix
together sugar and cinnamon; sprinkle half over batter.
Add remaining batter; top with sugar mixture and nuts.
Bake at 350°F. for 30 to 35 minutes. Top with ice cream or
whipped cream.
Carolyn Saugstad, Alcester

Bourbon Peach Cobbler
2-1/4 cups plus 1 T. flour, divided
2/3 cup plus 1/2 cup sugar,
divided
2 (16 oz.) bags frozen peaches,
6 cups

8 T. bourbon, divided
1 T. baking powder
12 T. butter
3/4 cup half-and-half
1 large egg

Butter bottom and sides of 9x13-inch baking dish.
Combine 1 T. flour, 2/3 cup sugar, 4 T. bourbon and
peaches in a medium bowl. Spread mixture evenly in
bottom of baking dish. Whisk together remaining flour,
sugar and baking powder. Melt butter in a medium bowl.
Mix in half-and-half, egg and remaining bourbon. Stir
the butter mixture into the dry mixture (add cinnamon if
desired) and whisk until smooth. Drop dollops of batter
over peaches evenly. Bake at 375°F. for 50 minutes or until
top is golden and toothpick inserted into center comes out
clean. Serve with ice cream.
Cortney Reedy, Tea

Raspberry Poke Cake
1 white cake mix
1 (3 oz.) pkg. raspberry jello
1 (8 oz.) container whipped
topping

1 cup hot water
1 (3 oz) carton raspberry yogurt
2 (10 oz.) boxes fresh
raspberries

6 oz. semi-sweet chocolate, chopped
2 tsp. McCormick® Ground Cinnamon
1 T. plus 1 tsp. McCormick® Extra Rich Pure
Vanilla Extract, divided
1 (7 oz.) jar marshmallow creme
4 oz. (1/2 package) cream cheese, softened
1 (8 oz.) container whipped topping

Graham Cracker Crust:
1-1/2 cups graham cracker crumbs
7 T. butter, melted
1/3 cup sugar
Filling:
3/4 cup heavy cream

For the crust, mix all ingredients in medium bowl. Press into bottom and up
sides of 9-inch pie plate. Set aside. For the filling, bring cream just to boil
in small saucepan. Pour over chocolate in medium heatproof bowl. Let stand
1 minute then stir until smooth. Stir in cinnamon and 1 tsp. of the vanilla.
Pour into prepared crust. Refrigerate 30 minutes or until chocolate is firm.
(Freeze 15 minutes for faster chilling.) Beat marshmallow creme, cream cheese
and remaining 1 T. vanilla in large bowl with electric mixer on medium speed
until well blended. Gently stir in whipped topping until well blended. Spread
evenly over chocolate layer in crust. Refrigerate at least 2 hours or until ready
to serve. Garnish with chocolate curls or toasted marshmallows, if desired.
Yield: 8 servings
Nutritional Information Per Serving: Calories 600, Total Fat 36g, Sodium
267mg, Cholesterol 75mg, Carbohydrates 65g, Dietary Fiber 2g, Protein 4g
Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Easy Rhubarb Dessert
1 cake mix (strawberry, white,
yellow or lemon)
3 cups sliced rhubarb

1 cup chopped walnuts, divided
3/4 cup brown sugar

Prepare cake mix according to package directions. Fold in
rhubarb and 1/2 cup chopped walnuts. Pour into a greased
9x13-inch glass pan. Sprinkle top with brown sugar and
remaining walnuts. Bake at 325°F. for 30 to 40 minutes.
Serve with lemon sauce, whipped topping or just plain.
Elaine Rowett, Sturgis

French Coconut Pie
4 T. butter
2 eggs
1 T. all-purpose flour
3/4 cup sugar

1 cup milk
1 cup or 3-1/2 oz. can shredded
coconut
1 9-inch unbaked pie shell

Prepare and bake cake according to package directions in
a 9x13-inch pan. Remove from oven and poke holes in
cake while warm with a wooden spoon handle or knife
handle. Mix together jello and water, stirring until jello
is dissolved. Pour over holes in cake. Cool. Mix whipped
topping and yogurt together until blended; gently fold in
raspberries. Spread evenly on cake. Refrigerate.

In a large bowl, combine melted butter, eggs, flour, sugar,
milk and coconut. Pour into pie shell. Bake at 400°F. until
firm, about 45 to 60 minutes.

Barbara Angerhofer, Hendricks, MN

Lynn Holzerland, Waubay

Please send
your favorite
salad, garden
produce or
pasta recipes
to your local
electric cooperative (address found on
Page 3). Each
recipe printed
will be entered
into a drawing for a prize
in December
2017. All
entries must
include your
name, mailing
address, telephone number
and cooperative name.
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In Case of a
Power Outage
Here are the steps to follow if you are
out of power:
1. Check the fuses or breakers in
your home. Make sure your entire farm
site is without power and not just one
building.
2. Call your neighbor. If their power is
also off, then it is probably a line outage.
3. Report your power outage. Have
your member number available to assist
with a prompt response.
4. Call the Renville-Sibley Office number: 320-826-2593 or 800-826-2593.
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Standby Generator
While owning an emergency generator comes in handy during an extended power
outage, it is important that you consider the following.
• To safely use standby generators, operate them only in well-ventilated areas
outdoors so emissions can’t enter your home. In addition, always turn off a generator when refueling it and store gasoline, diesel fuel or propane outside of living areas.
Plug appliances directly into a generator or use an extension cord. Do not try to
power a home’s wiring by plugging the generator into a wall outlet.
• A permanently installed standby generator for a home or business requires a
transfer switch to isolate it from the power grid. The main breaker on an electric panel
does not qualify as a transfer switch under the National Electrical Code.
Transfer switches are critical for two reasons:
They prevent the backflow of current across distribution lines that could electrocute lineworkers trying to restore power during
an outage.
They protect the generator from damage
when electric service has been restored.
Installation of a standby generator should be
done by a licensed electrician and must comply
with the National Electrical Code as well as
state and local codes.

Co-op

News

Minnesota’s
Extreme Heat Law
Minnesota Statute 216B.0975 requires that, “a utility may not involuntarily
disconnect residential services in affected
counties when an excessive heat watch,
heat advisory, or excessive heat warning
is in effect and has been issued by the
National Weather Service.”
Renville-Sibley will continue to make
efforts to stall involuntary disconnection
of our members’ electric service for nonpayment and will continue to provide our
members with past-due accounts the opportunity to work out a feasible payment
schedule. However, in order to construct
a payment plan, members must contact
Renville-Sibley ahead of time to make
payment arrangements.
Renville-Sibley does not want to
interrupt service to any member at any
time, but in a cooperative, all members are
affected by those whose electric bills remain unpaid. To ensure fair and equitable
rates for all our members, members with
past-due accounts who neglect to contact
the office to make mutually agreed upon
payment arrangements, or members who
fail to meet agreed upon payment arrangements, will have their electric service
disconnected once the excessive heat
watch, advisory or warning has expired.

For energy assistance,
please contact:
Renville County Energy Assistance
320-523-5522 (Olivia)
Minnesota Valley Action Council
800-767-7139 (Mankato) or
507-237-2981 (Gaylord)
Heartland Community Action
320-235-0850 (Willmar)
Western Community Action
800-658-2480 (Jackson) or
800-658-2448 (Marshall)
Prairie Five Community Action Council
320-269-6578 (Montevideo)

June Is National Safety Month
Unfortunately, safety can be taken for granted – until something goes wrong.
Don’t be caught off guard with electrical safety. June is National Safety Month and
a good time to make electrical safety education a priority and take an active role in
learning all that you can to keep you and your loved ones safe.
“Whether, it’s lights, TVs, computers or refrigerators – electricity powers our
everyday lives in a number of ways,” says Jim Monk, Safe Electricity Advisory Board
member. “Yet we need to remember to respect the power of electricity and know
what steps to take to stay safe around it.”
Safe Electricity shares the following tips to help you avoid electrical hazards:
• Establish a network: When traveling, ensure that safety is within reach. Take
your cell phone with you so that call for help when needed. If you see a downed line,
stay away, warn others to stay away and call 911 to have the utility notified.
• Plug into safety: Check that cords and plugs are in good shape, with no cracking
or fraying. Never use a damaged electronic, and do not try to repair them yourself.
• Don’t get overloaded: Plugging in too many appliances to an outlet can strain
your electrical system.
• Give electricity its space: Always keep a minimum distance of 10 feet from
overhead power lines. Look up and look out for overhead wires, especially when
working on a roof, trimming trees and using ladders.
• Know what is below: Take the time to call 811 before you start any digging
project. Even if you have had an area marked before, call to have the area checked
again. Natural changes to the soil, such as erosion or root growth, can alter the depth
and location of buried lines. Once all buried lines have been marked, respect the
boundaries, and dig carefully.
• Stay out of hot water: Do not use electrical equipment when it is raining or
the ground is wet. In addition, all outlets near areas with water should have GFCI
protection. Ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs) monitor the flow of electricity
in a circuit. If there is an irregularity of electrical flow, the power is cut off, preventing an electric shock.
• Maintain the calm before the storm: Stay up-to-date with the forecast so that
you can take the appropriate shelter in case of severe weather. Develop emergency
communication plans with your family and keep your emergency preparedness kit
stocked in case power is lost.
Get more safety tips by following Safe Electricity on Facebook or visiting SafeElectricity.org.

Outage Report affecting 10 members or more
Renville-Sibley Co-op
Power Association

System Map Substation

locations are marked by yellow stars.
Date:
5-8-17
Time off: 9 a.m.
Time on: 9:59 a.m.
Substation: Henryville
Cause:
Scheduled outage to convert
overhead to underground
Date:
5-10-17
Time off: 9 a.m.
Time on: 10:53 a.m.
Substation: Birch Cooley
Cause:
Scheduled outage to convert
overhead to underground

Emmet

Crooks

Kingman

Please contact
Renville-Sibley’s office
for more details about
these power outages.

Troy
Henryville
Honner

Birch
Cooley

Date:
5-17-17
Time off: 2:36 pm
Time on:
3:45 pm
Substation: Kingman
Cause:
Unknown

Cairo
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Unique
Celebrations
s

ummer brings a variety hometown celebra-

to many Main Streets in South Dakota and
western Minnesota.
Some celebrate heritage and culture such as
wacipis in many western South Dakota communities to those celebrating ethnic groups such as Czech
Days (Tabor, S.D.), Danish Days (Viborg, S.D.)
and Æbleskiver Days (Tyler, Minn.)
And then there’s the celebrations that just seem
truly unique.
In South Central South Dakota, the community of Burke opens its streets for a cattle drive of
long-horned bovines as it kicks off its annual Burke
Stampede and Rodeo July 14-16. In addition to
rodeo performances, the celebration features a trail
tions

Brenda Kleinjan
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ride and cowboy cookout. Find out more at http://
www.burkestampederodeo.com/home.html
The town of Custer in western South Dakota
taps into its historical roots when it hosts Gold
Discovery Days each July.
The 2017 Gold Discovery Days, set for July 21
to 23 includes a Gold Nugget hunt for kids, the
area’s annual bed races and also daily balloon rallies.
For more information, go to www.visitcuster.
com/chamber/events/custergolddiscoverydays/
Head north and east of Custer a few hours on
July 23 and you’ll encounter the 41st running of the
Reva Turtle Races.
The races featuring the hard shell contestants
bring dozens of people to the unincorporated town

PHOTOS BY CHAD COPPESS/SOUTH DAKOTA TOURISM

Left: Potato Wrestling is part of
Clark’s Potato Days celebration.
Below: Custer’s Gold Discovery
Days feature bed races. Bottom:
A variety of old tractors can be
seen in use during the Twin Rivers
Old Iron Festival in Delmont in
September. Opposite page: Lawn
mower races are featured in several
communities. Cover: Longhorn cattle
make their way into town for the
Burke Stampede.

in eastern Harding County.
Be sure to check the event’s Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/Reva-Turtle-Races-124003867629956/ for
more information.
In western Minnesota, the town of Tyler, Minn., proudly
boosts its Danish heritage with Æbleskiver Days.
The town celebrates the little sphere-shaped Danish
pancakes with three shifts of volunteers cooking up the treats
throughout the event. The celebration will also include a
kickball tournament on July 22 and also a Cruise-In Car Show
during Æbleskiver Days from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at the fairgrounds in Tyler.
A new addition to the town celebration this year is Rainbow
Country Trolley. The 30-foot long trolley will be pulled by two
Belgian draft horses. The owner/driver Gerry Buse will entertain with singing and music during the ride. The trolley will be
available to ride from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The pick up and drop
off sites are: the fairgrounds, the band shell, and Danebod. It
will take roughly 30 minutes to go from the Fairgrounds to the
Danebod, so please plan accordingly.
To learn more about the event, go to https://www.facebook.
com/aebleskiverdays
The revving of lawn mower engines can be heard at celebrations across south central South Dakota as drivers
in the Pukwana Mower Races make appearances
at events in South Dakota from April through
October.
Find out more about the schedule at http://
www.pukwanamowerracing.com/race-schedule.
html
According to the Clark Potato Days site, “the
potato is king in Clark, S.D., where local farmers
grow bushels of the tasty tuber. That’s why, each
year, the town throws a party in honor of its favorite over-used, under-appreciated starch.”
The site goes on to promote the eastern South
Dakota’s annual event by pointing out, “Mr. Potato
Head is proud of Clark’s celebration, and will be
making an appearance at this year’s festivities. The
locals vie for top honors in a Best Decorated Potato

Contest. Past winners included an astronaut, farmer, race cars, and tooth. The
Potato Dish Cooking Contests always
bring out the best cooks in the county.
And, the highlight of the celebration involves grown adults wrestling each other
in mashed potatoes!
“Besides all the potato stuff, the event features those smalltown festival activities that keep families and regular folks
coming back year after year,” the site continues.
Among the events during the celebration is Mashed Potato
Wrestling, which starts this year at 11:30 a.m. on Aug. 17.
On Sept.
9-10, the
community of
Delmont, S.D.,
will host its
Kuchen Festival
and the Twin
Rivers Old Iron
Festival. The
German dessert
festival, which
was first held in
1997, will be held Sept. 9 while the farm equipment festival is
both days.
Find out more http://www.delmontsd.org/kuchen_festival_and_twin_rivers.htm
Be sure to check out other happenings in communities near
you on the back page of this magazine.
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Where Is the Number?

Call Before You Dig!

Last month, Arlyn Minkel did not find his member
number in the newsletter. The credit will increase
$10 for a value of $20. A new number has been
hidden somewhere in this newsletter. If you find
your number and call the office by the July 5,
you will receive this credit on your electric statement.
Good luck in your search!

651-454-0002
or
800-252-1166

It’s Safe,
It’s Smart,
It’s the Law.

Comparative Report
Jan. 1, 2017- Jan. 1, 2016- Jan. 1, 2007Apr. 31, 2017 Apr. 31, 2016 Apr. 31, 2007
Avg. Number of Consumers
Kilowatt Hours Purchased
Cost of Purchased Power

1,890

1,885

1,966

64,412,505

74,132,541

64,916,358

$4,089,685.36

$4,237,707.52

$2,062,476.20

Want Ads

FREE Want Ad Service
Offered to Members
Members can submit ads for the following categories: Giveaway, For
Sale, For Rent and Wanted. Ads are limited to no more than 15 words
and must be received by the first of the month to be included in the
following month’s newsletter. Renville-Sibley reserves the right to edit
content or exclude ads due to space restrictions. Ads will be run one time
only unless resubmitted.

Mission Statement:
Renville-Sibley Cooperative Power
Association will provide efficient, reliable
electric energy
and services
Renville-Sibley Co-op
to enhance the
Power Association
quality of rural
living.

Let the sun work for you!
Consider solar lights for outdoor
lighting. Solar cells convert
sunlight into electricity that can be
stored in a battery and tapped at
night to make light. Check manufacturers’ instructions to make
sure your solar lights are situated
to receive sufficient sunlight to
recharge during the day.
Source: U.S Department of Energy

Please complete the following information and mail to:
Renville-Sibley Cooperative Power, PO Box 68, Danube, MN 56230
Name: _______________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Phone number: _________________________________________
Ad to be placed (limit of 15 words per ad):
________ _________

_________

________ _________

_________

r Giveaway

r For Sale
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For Sale

aw
Give

________ _________ _________
Type of ad:

Wanted
Giveaway For Sale

Wanted

r For Rent

r Wanted

For Sale: Heavy fireproof safe, good condition - $100
Barbara Stone, Renville, MN 56284, 310-809-2645

ay

Board

News

May Renville-Sibley Co-op
Board Meeting Highlights
The May board meeting
was held on Monday, May
22, at 8 a.m. All board
members were present.
Others present were CEO
DeeAnne Newville, Dan
Kramin, Gene Allex and
Lenae Wordes.
The following items
were reviewed and
approved by the board:
• Minutes of the April board meeting
• Operating and disbursement reports for the month of April
• Capital credits to estates
• Form 219 – Inventory of Work
Orders
• Safety report for April
• Set date of 80th annual meeting
for April 5, 2018
• NRECA Safe Harbor 401K resolution
• NRECA 401K/Pension Restatement resolution
• CFC Cooperative System Integrity
Fund contribution
• Attorney Services Agreement
The board reviewed:
• List of new members and capital
credits transferred
• Reports from staff members as to

NOTICE:
The June board meeting will be held on
Monday, June 26, at
8 a.m. The July board
meeting will be held
on Monday, July 31 at
8 a.m.

the activities in their department.
Items in the reports include:
– High level Statement of Operations review – YTD through
April 2017 (unaudited)
– Organization activities
– East River update
– NRECA update
– MREA update
– Engineering update
– Technology update
– Facility update
– Line crew work in progress and
pending work
– Accounts receivable
– Member Tour
– Scholar of the Month banquet
• Upcoming meetings were discussed.
Please contact the Renville-Sibley office
if you would like more information
regarding the board meeting.

Aug. 1-3, 2017 • Redwood Falls, Minn.

Watch next month’s newsletter
for information on August 2017
events such as FarmFest and
the Renville County Fair!
Renville County Fair

Community Events
Many local communities are busy planning
upcoming events. To find out more about
these activities, please check out the following
sites:
Redwood County:
www.co.redwood.mn.us/links.htm
Renville County: www.renville.com
Sibley County:
www.co.sibley.mn.us/things_to_do

Renville-Sibley’s office
will be closed on
Monday, July 3, and
Tuesday, July 4, in honor
of Independence Day.
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Engineering
Early Electrification

Retired REA Engineer Honored By South Dakota Governor

T

here aren’t many people left who remember

Ben Dunsmoor

what life was like in rural South Dakota in the late
1940s when the countryside was first electrified by
cooperatives. However, Jim Duvall, who turned 100
years old on May 29, 2017, is the exception.
“I was one of the pioneers out there,” Duvall
recalled during a phone conversation in May from his
Virginia home just days before his 100th birthday.
Duvall grew up in McIntosh, S.D., but moved
away for college and later a job with the Signal Corps
in Chicago, Ill., inspecting radar equipment for bombers during World War II.
After the war was over, Duvall started working as
an engineer for the U.S. Department of Agriculture
and the Rural Electrification Administration. The
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centenarian knows the exact day he started his job
with REA; he reported to the St. Louis, Mo., office on
Nov. 19, 1945.
After spending a few months in St. Louis, Duvall
was moved to Washington, D.C., and in 1947 he
requested a transfer to South Dakota. He spent 13
years stationed in Aberdeen as a REA field engineer
where he inspected new co-op lines that were being
constructed and energized for the very first time following the war.
“The transformers and wire and everything became
available and lines could be staked out and construction could start again (after the war),” Duvall said.
“Everything is flat (on the Great Plains) and there
aren’t a lot of obstructions and a contractor could get a

lot done in a day, so it kept me busy.”
During his time in Aberdeen, Duvall oversaw electric and telephone line
construction loans and building projects
in North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin.
He very likely inspected Northern
Electric Cooperative lines as the first
poles, wires and meters were energized
starting in 1945 with construction
continuing through the late 1940s
and into the 1950s.
“A big part of my job was to make
the final inspection and to make any
modifications before the lines were
energized and before the contractors got paid,” Duvall said.
Following his work in South Dakota,
Duvall was transferred back to Washington, D.C.
where he became the REA Chief Engineer for the
southwest and western regions. In 1959, he was given
a Meritorious Service Award for his 13 years of service
in Aberdeen. Duvall was also honored in 1958 and
1959 as ‘Engineer of the Year’ for the REA.
This spring, South Dakota Gov. Dennis Daugaard
also honored Duvall for his role in electrifying rural
America when he issued an Executive Proclamation
proclaiming that May 29, 2017, Duvall’s 100th birthday, be known as Jim Duvall Day in the state of South
Dakota.
“It was really a terrific surprise and I felt so honored,” Duvall said.
The proclamation was issued after Jim Duvall’s
son, Don Duvall, called the offices of governors in the
states his dad worked in during his career. Don Duvall
asked the offices for a signed picture for his dad’s
birthday. Governor Daugaard’s office instead reached
out to Don Duvall and said they would like to issue a
proclamation.
Opposite Page: In this January 1959 photo, Dave Hamil, administrator of the Rural Electrification Administration, presents
Jim Duvall a Meritorious Service Award for his 13 years as an
REA field engineer. Duvall would later become the REA’s chief
engineer. COURTESY PHOTO

“I said,
‘wow, this
is a super
surprise – I’m
amazed you
would pick up
the phone and
call me,’” Don
Duvall said.
“The Governor
was very pleased
to help celebrate
Jim’s milestone
in this way,” Gov.
Daugaard’s Chief
of Staff Tony
VenHuizen said. “As the proclamation said, South
Dakota is a strong state today because of the contributions of people like Jim Duvall. It’s hard to understate
the transformative impact that rural electrification had
on South Dakota.”
Don Duvall said his dad enjoyed working for REA
and took pride in overseeing early line construction for
electric and telephone co-ops in rural South Dakota.
Duvall said his dad would even point out his work
during family vacations.
“Whenever we were in a rural area, he would pull
over and say that’s a REA line over there,” Don Duvall
said.
Jim Duvall retired from the U.S. Department of Agriculture in 1976 as a REA regional manager stationed
in Washington, D.C., but he says his greatest memories
and accomplishments came during his time as a field
engineer in South Dakota.
“My best days were actually in the field. I felt like I
was doing something. I had my hands on,” Duvall said.
And, as Duvall celebrates his 100th birthday at his
home in Virginia, that is what he will remember about
a career that helped electrify and connect the countryside.
“It was interesting work and I enjoyed it.”

Duvall
says his
greatest
memories
and accomplishments
came
during
his time
as a field
engineer
in South
Dakota.
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Communications Manager’s

Column

Last Call for Member Tour
The bus is nearly full for
our trip to beautiful South
Dakota on Thursday, June
29. If you would like to join
us, call right away to secure
your seat. The day will begin
bright and early at 6:15 a.m.
We will depart from the city
parking lot in Olivia and
return from this adventure at
8:30 p.m. Although it will be
a long day, there will be some
Lenae Wordes,
Communications Manager time to catch a nap on the
bus between destinations.
lwordes@renville-sibley.coop
The first stop on our
adventure will be Madison,
S.D. Madison is the home of East River Electric. East River
is a wholesale electric power supply cooperative serving 24
rural electric cooperatives (including Renville-Sibley) and one
municipally owned electric system, all located in eastern South
Dakota and western Minnesota. We will tour its facilities and
learn more about how the electricity you use is delivered to
your home and the importance of the load control program.
East River will provide coffee/snacks upon our arrival along
with our noon meal.
Our second stop will be at the Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) in Watertown, S.D. WAPA is part of the
U.S. Department of Energy. The role of WAPA is to sell and
transmit power that is generated at federal dams. A portion
of the power you receive is generated at these federal dams.
Members will learn the challenges of monitoring this generation to assure power is available when needed at an affordable
cost. Members will need to show their driver’s license to take

this tour.
The final stop of the day will be at the Redlin Art Center. Terry Redlin is an American artist popular for painting
outdoor themes and wildlife from memories traced back to his
childhood in Watertown. Members will have time to wander
through this impressive museum to view more than 150 of
Redlin’s original oil paintings.
Our evening meal will be at Dempsey’s Brew Pub Restaurant in downtown Watertown.

6:15 a.m.
9 a.m.
11:45 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
1:45 p.m.
3:45 p.m.
5 p.m.
5:15 p.m.
6 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

Tentative Itinerary

Leave Olivia City Parking Lot (south of the F & M Bank)
Arrive/Tour East River Electric; coffee and rolls available
Meal at East River
Depart East River
Arrive WAPA/Tour facilities
Leave WAPA for Redlin Art Center
Leave Redlin Art Center
Arrive Dempsey’s Brewery Pub & Restaurant
Depart Watertown; Bathroom stop in Montevideo
Arrive Olivia

I hope you are able to join us on this enjoyable and educational tour. You can leave your checkbook at home as the
tour and meals will be compliments of Renville-Sibley Co-op
Power. Thielen Bus Lines out of Redwood Falls will be providing the transportation.
Sound interesting? If so, give me a call at 800-826-2593 to
sign-up. We look forward to spending the day together learning about that life necessity called electricity!

Save the Date!

You are invited to join us on a trip to beautiful
South Dakota on June 29. We will be visiting East River
Electric in Madison, S.D., Western Area Power Administration
and the Redlin Art Center
in Watertown, S.D.
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Youth

News

Scholars Honored at Banquet
by Lenae Wordes

On Thursday evening, June 1, six students and their family members met at the
Danube Community Center each hoping to leave with a $1,000 scholarship. Before
disclosing the winner, let me explain what lead up to the event that evening.
Renville-Sibley, a Touchstone Energy® Cooperative, was founded on the four pillars of Integrity, Accountability, Innovation and a Commitment to Community. The
cooperative wanted to recognize high school seniors who shared these same values.
From this idea came the Scholar of the Month program. 549600
Each month starting in September of 2016, faculty members of Cedar Mountain, MACCRAY, CMCS, Redwood Valley, GFW, RCW and BOLD were invited
to nominate one senior student who they felt demonstrated the Touchstone Energy
values. Nominations were due at the end of each month. All nominations for that
month were then entered into a random drawing for a $100 donation. This donation
was given to the school of the selected student with the student determining how
the funds were to be distributed. Each month the accomplishments of the selected
student was recognized in our newsletter, on local radio stations and in their local
newspaper. Nominations were taken thru the end of April for a total of eight scholars
selected in the 2016-17 school year. Renville-Sibley then hosted a banquet to recognize each of these students and to select the Scholar of the Year.
At right is a list of scholars Month
Scholar
School Organization
selected each month and the September Samuel Stresemann Biology Department
school organization they choose October
Caden Hanna
Math Department
for their $100 donation.
November Emily Filzen
Spanish Program
The Scholar of the Year
December Charlie Banda
Music Department
banquet was held on June 1.
January
Alexis Klinkner
Girls Basketball Program
To be eligible for the scholarFebruary
Benjamin Henker
Chess & Games Club
ship, the scholars needed to
March
Chyna Cradler
Theatre Department
be present at the banquet.
April
Meghan Listerud
Art Program
Six of the eight scholars were
able to attend the banquet. I was honored to welcome the students and their family
members and review the Scholar of the Month program. Everyone enjoyed a delicious meal served from Main Street Café in Danube. Chris Studer, chief member
and public relations officer from East River, was the guest speaker. Following Studer’s
presentation, a name was drawn for the Scholar of the Year. The winner of a $1,000
scholarship was Caden Hanna, a recent graduate from Redwood Valley High School.
Renville-Sibley is pleased to recognize our outstanding high school seniors and to
assist the schools of the selected students with a donation each month. The cooperative looks forward to another year of offering the Touchstone Energy Scholar of the
Month program.

Caden Hanna from Redwood Valley High School was selected as the 2016-17 Scholar of the Year.

Reminder

Renville-Sibley encourages any member planning on making changes to their service in 2017
to please contact our office as soon as possible. In
order to complete these projects on time, material
may need to be ordered well in advance as often
there is extended lead time to get the appropriate
material. In addition, crew time will be scheduled in
the order projects and material are received.

Thank you…
Thank you for choosing me to receive the
Renville-Sibley Co-op Power scholarship! You have
helped me further my education! Again, thank you
so much.
Emma Gaffney
Thanks so much for your generous donation to
the Gibbon Funfest committee. Your proceeds will
go towards our 130th Gibbon Celebration which
will be held on July 14 – 16th. These events would
not be possible without your contributions every
year. The Gibbon Funfest Committee, the town of
Gibbon, and other surrounding communities always
appreciate your thoughtful contributions made
towards the Gibbon community.
Sincerely, The Gibbon Funfest Committee
Thank you for your continued support of
Danube Fun Days! Your donation truly makes a
difference in our ability to celebrate each summer.
Sincerely, Danube Area Action Club
On behalf of the Franklin Development
corporation, thank you for the generous donation.
It is appreciated!
Joel Harmoning, President
I am writing to say thank you for the scholarship I was awarded. I am very appreciative of your
support. This money will go towards my tuition in
the fall. Thanks again.
Amanda Tersteeg

Notice:

Crews from Star
Energy Services are
continuing to inspect
poles, transformers and
meters throughout Renville-Sibley’s service territory. The truck will identify Star Energy Services
and Renville-Sibley Co-op. However, they may
park the truck and use a 4-wheeler or walk to the
various service points. Above is an example of Star
Energy’s logo. Please contact Renville-Sibley if you
have any questions.
COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS • July 2017 15

Regional Dateline

June 23-24
Senior Games, Mitchell, SD
Contact Howard Bich at
605-275-6891
June 23-25
Badlands Astronomy Festival
Interior, SD, 605-433-5243
June 23-25
Black Hills Bluegrass Festival
Sturgis, SD, 605-348-1198
June 24
Growing Berries and Growing
Hops, Wagner and Armour
SD, 605-254-5640
www.sdspecialtyproducers.org
June 24-25
Kite & Bike Festival
Brookings, SD
June 30
Naja Shrine Circus
Bowman, ND, 605-342-3402
June 30-July 2
Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate
150th Annual Wacipi
Agency Village, SD
605-698-8284

Events of Special Note
July 14-16
Burke Stampede Rodeo
Burke, SD, 605-830-5540

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHAD COPPESS, S.D. TOURISM

June 23
148th Annual Midsummer
Festival, Dalesburg Lutheran
Church, Vermillion, SD
605-253-2575

August 13
Czech Heritage Festival
Bechyn, MN, 320-522-1218
www.BechynCzechFest.org

To have your event listed on this page, send complete information, including date, event, place and contact to your local electric cooperative.
Include your name, address and daytime telephone number. Information must be submitted at least eight weeks prior to your event.
Please call ahead to confirm date, time and location of event.

July 1-2
Prairie Village Railroad Days
Madison, SD, 605-256-3644

July 8-9
Summer Arts Festival
Brookings, SD, 605-692-2787

July 2
Naja Shrine Circus
Phillip, SD, 605-342-3402

July 9
Cruiser Car Show & Street Fair
Rapid City, SD, 605-716-7979

July 3
Naja Shrine Circus
Lemmon, SD, 605-342-3402

July 11-16
3-Wheeler Rally
Deadwood, SD, 605-717-7174

July 3-5
Frontier Days Rodeo
Interior, SD, 605-455-1000

July 13-15
Black Hills Corvette Classic
Spearfish, SD

July 6-9
22nd Annual Hot Harley
Nights, Sioux Falls, SD
605-334-2721

July 14-15
Senior Games, Aberdeen, SD
605-216-2822

June 30-July 4
98th Annual Black Hills Roundup, Belle Fourche, SD
605-723-2010

July 7-8
Senior Games, Madison, SD
Bernie Schuurmans at
605-270-3327

July 1
Naja Shrine Circus
Deadwood, SD, 605-342-3402

July 7-9, 14-16, 21-23
Laura Ingalls Wilder Pageant,
“Little Town on the Prairie”
De Smet, SD, 605-203-0216

July 15
Growing in Greenhouses and
Selling in Boxes, Midland, SD
605-254-5640
July 19-22
Senior Games, Rapid City, SD
Contact Kristi Lintz at
605-394-4168

July 21-22
Senior Games, Brookings, SD
Contact Traci Saugstad at
605-692-4492
July 22
Holy Smoke Car Show
O’Gorman High School
Sioux Falls, SD
www.holysmokecarshow.org
August 10
Meat Goats and Growing
Tomatoes in a Greenhouse
Custer, SD, 605-254-5640
www.sdspecialtyproducers.org
August 11-12
Senior Games, Huron, SD
Contact LaRon Clock at
605-353-8533 or Howard Bich
at 605-275-6891
August 11-13
27th Annual Old Fashioned
Threshing Show, Bahnson
Farm, Humboldt, SD
605-526-3459 or
605-251-9974

